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In the 90's, we lived together the democratic reopening and the air of new times: the promise of
individual and social rights under the aegis of the Federal Constitution of 1988. We were moved
by the impetus to make concrete what was provided in the abstract by law. We follow the
momentum in the search for recognition of new rights and full citizenship, notably for the most
vulnerable groups such as women, black and black, indigenous, LGBTQIA+, people with
disabilities, among others.
In this context, Themis - Gender, Justice and Human Rights and other Brazilian organizations
developed, each with its own identity, the project for the formation of Popular Legal Promoters. In
common, the desire for the right to be accessible and to be “in the hands” and “in the mouth” of
more women.
Along the way, we had several achievements, obstacles and defeats. The most recent years of
Brazilian political history have presented us with many challenges, we are experiencing a
profound change in the legal-political context that requires us to rethink future paths and reassess
our steps already taken. How do we react to adverse contexts? Which of our actions were
successful? What actions need to be rethought and improved? Which of our strategies hold up in
the current context? These are some of the possible questions that can help us to retrace the path.
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Inspired by this need for deeper self-reflection, Themis - Gender, Justice and Human Rights requested
support from the ELAS Social Investment Fund for the project "Popular Legal Promoters of Latin
America: Building a Regional Alliance" through the notice “Women on the Move 2019”, in which he
was selected. For its development, we have a partnership with Namati - Legal Empowerment
Network, a network that brings together approximately 8,000 individuals and 2,000 organizations
working around the world for access to justice, with communities and vulnerable groups.
However, the new coronavirus pandemic imposed a change of plan and, in turn, reaffirmed the
importance and urgency of an in-depth debate on human rights. Aware of this, the initial proposal was
redesigned with the aim of fostering spaces for dialogue on the role of Popular Legal Promoters in the
Brazilian context, their current challenges and opportunities, as well as thinking about strategies for
acting in a network.
For this, we held an online event, divided into three cycles, called "Workshop Legal Popular
Promoters: challenges now and in the post-pandemic between theory and practice", which took
place between June 3 and 17, 2020, by Zoom platform and brought together Popular Legal
Promoters from the Northeast, Midwest, Southeast and South regions of Brazil, with the active
participation of 32 participants. A brief summary of the discussions presented over the three
working days of the Workshop Popular Legal Promoters: challenges now and in the post-pandemic
between theory and practice, are part of this publication.

This publication brings texts produced by these organizations (based on an instrument previously
provided by Themis), which were prepared with the aim of understanding the similarities and
differences between the experiences of legal empowerment in the Brazilian context. The materials
make up a rich document that provides an overview of the main initiatives in the field of training for
Popular Legal Promoters in Brazil. In addition, the instrument was adapted to incorporate the
challenges and strategies that each organization has been implementing during the period of the new
coronavirus pandemic.
The opening text is by Maria Amélia de Almeida Teles, from the São Paulo Women's Union, one
of the important references in the field of training for Popular Legal Promoters. The text
addresses the impacts of the new Coronavirus pandemic on the lives of Popular Legal Prosecutors
in the state of São Paulo, presenting the strategies found by the group to maintain their activist
work and support other women.
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The history of consolidation of Themis' legal empowerment program - Gender, Justice and
Human Rights, built on the experiences of popular legal training in Latin America in the 1990s, is
presented in the second text of this publication. The Themis methodology of access to justice
became a non-state public policy sown in more than 11 Brazilian states and 14 municipalities in
Rio Grande do Sul. The following text presents another experience developed in the south of the
country, in the city of São Leopoldo by the Ecumenical Training and Advisory Center – CECA,
which, in its 22 years of existence, held 12 Training Courses for Popular Legal Promoters,
training more than 300 women.
Next, the experience of training popular jurists carried out by the Foundation for the Defense of
Human Rights Margarida Maria Alves in the state of Paraíba is presented. Inspired by the
experience of training Popular Legal Promoters of Themis – Gender, Justice and Human Rights
and of Lay Lawyers from the Association of Rural Workers Lawyers – AATR of Bahia, the first
group was held in 1999 with the participation of leaders from the cities of João Pessoa, Bayeux
and Santa Rita.
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The Wonder Woman Group (Grupo Mulher Maravilha), based in Recife, presents in its text the
experience of training Popular Legal Promoters and the ties established with other experiences, such
as the Union of Women and São Paulo and the Foundation for the Defense of Human Rights
Margarida Maria Alves. The Group, created in 1975, with the objective of promoting human rights
from the perspective of gender, race and ethnicity. The first Course promoted was in 2005, as a
strategy to face domestic violence in the region. The course's methodology encompasses broad
debates, addressing issues of citizenship and human rights, language, racism, labor law, among
others. The group observed that, after training, the PLPs continued their militancy in a more
qualified and differentiated way, which demonstrates a very positive impact.

The last three texts present experiences in the formation of Popular Legal Promoters from the
articulation with Universities, being the one developed by the University of Brasília the
oldest of them, having formed its first class in 2005. Experience of the Federal University of
Rio de Janeiro, presented by Cristiane Brandão, Mariana Trotta Dallalana Quintans and
Mariana Assis, began in 2016 and has graduated more than 300 women in seven classes.

Ending the reports of experiences, Danielle Araújo reports on the formation of Popular Legal
Promoters in the city of Foz do Iguaçu, based on the initiative of community leaders and
teachers from the Federal University of Latin American Integration – UNILA. The first class
of the course graduated at the end of 2019, based on integration across borders.

The last text of this material presents a brief synthesis of the Workshop "Popular Legal Promoters:
challenges now and in the post-pandemic between theory and practice". The map produced from
the participants' reflections about the threats, challenges and possibilities for the field of feminist
legal empowerment in Brazil points to a broad work agenda. It reveals the importance, especially
in the current moment of crisis, of joining forces and acting together to mitigate its effects and face
the future.
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EXPERIENCE REPORTS

THE IMPACTS OF THE COVID-19 PANDEMIC AND
THE POPULAR LEGAL PROMOTERS FORMED BY THE SÃO PAULO WOMEN'S
Maria Amélia de Almeida Teles
1. Introduction

The Covid-19 pandemic hits the world. Not equally. In Brazil, the virus has spread exponentially,
which brings, every day, an increase in infected people and deaths. Brazil is the country in the
world with more doctors killed by covid-19 and ranks 4th in deaths.

There is no political willingness to face the situation that is worsening due to the economic crisis,
unemployment and institutional conflicts created by the Presidency of the Republic. There is a lack of
unified, planned actions, consistent with WHO guidelines. Emergency measures are carried out slowly
while the growth of social and health problems is rapid. The population lives with structural social
inequalities that are becoming more and more incited. The social, economic and political conditions, for
the vast majority, do not favor the realization of social isolation, in the necessary proportion (70%).
Ethnic, racial and gender inequalities are sharpening.

The peripheral population is offered a precarious health system, lacking professionals,
without individual protective equipment, without beds and ICUs able to absorb the demand.
The majority of victims are found in the peripheral black population and other oppressed
segments.

Women have faced even greater difficulties. Care, hygiene and other household tasks are a
frequent, daily requirement, performed almost, exclusively by women.
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These demands have increased. That is why it is women who have had a greater workload and are still
the target of domestic violence, which has grown in the period of social isolation. With this picture of
violence, cases of femicide increase.

The space in the house, which has long been denounced by all of us as a dangerous and violent
place for women, is getting worse. With social isolation, people live longer with the aggressor, in
much worse situations, which increases the risks.

2. Impact on Popular Legal Promoters. PLPs

The impacts that affect women, in general, have an impact on the PLPs. Our work, articulated
with several women's groups, feminist organizations and groups from Public Universities
(Brasília, Rio de Janeiro, São Paulo and the ABC region) spans over 30 municipalities located in
the metropolitan, interior and coastal regions.

The PLPs frequently participate in face-to-face meetings, according to local, regional and
state programs, for street mobilizations, with the objective of demanding public policies and
their implementation. Its activities are diverse, provide guidance to women, and accompany
those who have more difculties in reaching services, carry out conversation circles, seminars,
workshops, debates and political interventions to gain services and their expansion.
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With the advance of the pandemic, there was a radical change in their performance. Now, the
guideline is that the PLPs are who at home. A huge transformation in the dynamics of their lives,
in the way they work and live together. We are in these almost three months of social isolation,
learning, with effort and patience, to act in a way contrary to what we had been doing until then.
Our main banner is the fight against violence against women or gender violence. But our role, in
practice, extends to the defense of all rights and citizenship of women.

The PLPs in the capital (the epicenter of the pandemic) operate and live in several regions of São
Paulo, including the metropolitan region. These regions are heavily affected by the pandemic. It is
a daily coexistence in coping with the disease. Some have had COVID-19 or have their family
members affected by the disease. Some live with the death of people very close, such as their
parents, siblings and other relatives, and also have neighbors affected by the disease. A PLP from
Santo André, from a community in the neighborhood near Capuava, died for COVID-19:
Claudete Silva, black, 49 years old. We also lost, in São Paulo, a historical activist of the feminist
movement, Jusinete, 66 years old, black, founder of the Casa da Mulher do Grajaú (SP), tireless
fighter for democracy and founder of the Sexuality and Health Feminist Collective.

PLPs should, as far as possible, denounce violence against themselves or violence against other
partners. The PLPs guide women to seek care services, defend their rights, take to the streets,
demand public policies, demand rights that are frequently kidnapped. Care services for women in
situations of violence were considered essential in São Paulo during quarantine. Therefore, they
are, in most cases, open, for shorter
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NO
MEANS
NO!
periods and with reduced staff. Many of these services serve online or should. There are difculties
in the service. Sometimes, it is not possible to make contact online, due to different factors.

Many women who need to make an emergency contact do not have credit on their cell phone
or the aggressor takes their cell phone and even breaks it.
At present, many PLPs lost their jobs before or even during the pandemic. They haven't been able
to get another one, so far, which makes them depressed, without the courage to face life. Some
managed with difficulty to obtain unemployment insurance. Others got emergency help.

The coordination of the work, a group of PLPs, as soon as the quarantine was decreed, suspended the
in-person activities, including the course (or weekly thematic meetings), which takes place annually,
since 1994. In that year, a national seminar was held, under the title: “Introduction to the Popular Legal
Promoters Project”, lasting one week, with the support of Themis. It had 35 participants, coming from
various feminist organizations from various states.
Since then, we carry out, regularly and uninterruptedly, the annual courses. This year, 2020, we formed
the 26th Course. We had two face-to-face meetings, on March 7th and 14th.

Face-to-face, regional and state meetings, in their various formats, are suspended: meetings,
conversation circles, seminars, debates and interventions. Such activities serve for political
articulation, exchange of experiences, and formulation of proposals for continuity and, above
all, to strengthen our movement. Our proposal was to introduce the issue of trafficking in
13

women and girls in order to get to know Law 13.344/2016, which remained unknown
because it was approved in the process of serious political setbacks in the country.

At the beginning of the quarantine, we thought we would suspend activities for a short time. But now
we've learned that it's going to be for an extended time. Those enrolled for this year, in the 26th
Course, will have their places reserved for the next year. As for the need for the meetings, we have
been doing “lives” every two weeks. The proposal is not to replace the “lives” with the course, but to
create spaces, albeit virtual, for a chat with them.

Communication changes:
With the new situation, we had to relearn how to communicate in new ways. Without sufficient
technological knowledge, today we do “lives”, videoconferences, etc.

We are constantly looking for (scientific) information about COVID-19 and ways to prevent it.
We learned how to make and use masks, how to wash our hands and the safest ways to sanitize
ourselves and also to sanitize the house. We carry out the campaign “that at home without
violence”, with other feminist organizations. We recorded podcasts and videos to strengthen the
campaign. We use cell phones to pass on more urgent information.
We were able to carry out virtual meetings, with conversations lasting up to 2 hours, on a more regular
basis. What makes us feel more secure and belonging to the PLP movement.
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In mid-April, we started to reorganize virtual meetings of the São Paulo coordination.

We returned to the Feminist Study Group “Heleieth Saffioti”, we formed two groups, with monthly
meetings, to read the book: “Gender, Patriarchy, Violence”.

On the same occasion, another important event was Themis' invitation to a partnership to recharge cell
phones to 110 PLPs, which greatly animated the movement. Before, Themis invited us to the WorkShop,
which should contribute to advancing the articulation of PLPs.

The proposal of the PLPs in the DF to create a national network of PLPs, our old dream, brought
new perspectives and possibilities to innovate and multiply our actions.

Other initiatives of the PLPs give progress to the articulations and new possibilities for local
interventions: making masks and distributing them free of charge (Mauá). Organize ways to
distribute some basic food baskets (center and east).

Other PLPs guide women in situations of violence and how to register to receive emergency
assistance via cell phone.
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NO
MEANS
NO!
Conclusions:
The Brazilian population is experiencing a moment of chaos due to the institutional political
problems that create political insecurity, at least for almost two years.

The pandemic and its rapid advance in Brazil brought us face to face with historical structural
problems, such as racism, sexism and social inequalities. Social policies related to health and
education, two fundamental poles for preventing and eradicating the pandemic, deserve
special attention from society.

The federal government is unable to face the pandemic and seeks to divert attention from public
opinion, creating institutional crises on a daily basis.

The PLPs must contribute to the efforts of various sectors of professionals (health,
education, social assistance, among others) so that there is a front of political forces to
defend life and democracy.
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THE FORMATION OF POPULAR LEGAL PROMOTERS OF
THEMIS – GENDER, JUSTICE AND HUMAN RIGHTS

Introduction and History

Themis - Gender, Justice and Human Rights was created on March 8, 1993 with the objective of
confronting discrimination against women in the justice system. Built within the framework of the
end of the military dictatorship in Brazil, Themis consolidated itself as a feminist organization
committed to accessing justice, strengthening institutions and redemocratizing the country. To this
end, it invested in the legal empowerment of community leaders through the Training of Popular
Legal Promoters program and some time later created the #DomésticaComDireitos program
(focused on the feminist legal training of domestic workers). She also dedicated herself to
defending women's rights and advanced into the area of new technologies.

It is currently organized into programs under three axes: legal empowerment; defense of rights
and technology and justice. In the field of legal empowerment, Themis maintains the program
with training for Popular Legal Promoters (PLPs), Young Citizens Multipliers (JMCs) and
Domestic Workers (TDs). Believing that knowing their rights is a fundamental step towards
access to justice, it develops training in rights for women, leaders in their communities, through
regular courses, workshops, reception and exchange of experiences that result in actions of
guidance information about rights.
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The strategy is based on the certainty that in this way it is possible to establish a new conception
of justice, beyond official systems, making legal knowledge a strategic tool in the construction of
new paradigms for the distribution of rights and justice.
Access to justice is a fundamental human right, but we know that women, black men and women,
indigenous peoples, low-income people, young people from the periphery, face dif paraculties in
realizing their rights. Justice has been selective and discriminatory. To address the gap between
the real life of millions of Brazilians and the bureaucratic judicial systems, Themis promotes
dialogues with members of the Judiciary through public debates, lectures and conferences,
seminars and courses to rethink judicial practices and policies. The results of these dialogues are
published in articles, books and an annual magazine. It also works in strategic litigation cases.
Such actions are included in the defense of rights program.

The development of new digital technologies has also impacted judicial systems and
connections in social networks can be new instruments of access to justice for women. Thus, in
the last period, the organization has been exploring, innovating and developing new tools for
knowledge of rights through the democratic use of digital technologies. In partnership with
Geledés, Instituto da Mulher Negra and FENATRAD - National Federation of Domestic
Workers, it maintains, respectively, PLP 2.0, Juntas and Laudelina, three Apps on rights and
access to justice.
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Faced with the new context in the region, of the advance of authoritarian and far-right
governments, which led to the resurgence of police violence, the criminalization of social
movements and the increase in the number of human rights defenders threatened, persecuted
and killed, Themis sought to rethink approaches and strengthen the care and safety of women
struggling for gender equality. To this end, the organization of black women Criola joined in
2018 to seek the consolidation of a support network for human rights defenders, internalizing
the theme of safety and care within the organization. The expansion of this perspective
guided the development of safety and activist care strategies, aimed at Popular Legal
Promoters and domestic workers, the public with which the institution works in its programs
and projects. Finally, she reinforced the importance of acting in coalition and the need to
incorporate security plans and activist care by organizations in the feminist field and in the
defense of rights.

More recently, the arrival of the new coronavirus pandemic has hit women on the front lines of
health care hard, deepening the precariousness of their lives with the lack of work, loss of rights
and impoverishment. The context is even more cruel to women, as they are exposed to violence in
their homes, without adequate access to personal and state support networks. To face this moment,
an emergency support program was structured for domestic workers, women in situations of
violence and for Popular Legal Promoters

The initiative works to guarantee the rights to food, access to information and the internet, to health and
well-being. To this end, it formed a strategy for mapping needs of the
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Popular Legal Promoters, defined guidelines for their safe operation, suspending in-person
activities and expanded the attention to women in situations of violence, through partnerships with
institutions to receive and refer cases through the Popular Legal Promoters.

The strengthening of PLPS has taken place, as well as with domestic workers, through the
understanding that they are not alone in this difficult time, and the delivery of food baskets to
those who are in greater social vulnerability is only part of this process of collectivity. A
partnership was also established with the Clínica Feminista Interseccional, a mental health
network, through which online mutual support groups are being created for the PLPs, providing
a space for welcoming, exchanging experiences and emotional support. The groups also seek to
develop, among the participants, solidarity, self-confidence, self-esteem and hope in life, in
addition to being a place to exchange strategies that produce health and overcome the feeling of
loneliness. So that they can participate in these groups and stay connected with each other and
with the organization, Themis has offered cell phone recharge for those who need it, thus
fostering participation and human contact between them and the world.

In the field of attention to violence against women, Themis expanded its activities during the
pandemic period by articulating pilot actions for listening and guidance on the service network in
the regions of Lomba do Pinheiro and Restinga, in Porto Alegre, organizing telephone lines for
assistance remotely by the Popular Legal Promoters. Another important action takes place in the
city of Canoas, accompanying women with urgent protective measures. To do so, it signed
cooperation agreement with the
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judiciary through the Court of Domestic and Family Violence against Women in Canoas
(JVDFCM), which forwards the cases to Themis, which distributes them to the Popular
Legal Prosecutors registered in the project, according to the women's place of residence.

All contacts are registered and forwarded to Themis Advisory for the production of reports to be
forwarded to JVDFCM. The PLP and the woman in situations of violence also download the
application Together and the woman adds the PLP as one of her protectors. The purpose of the app is
to provide women with a personal protection network, being possible to add up to three protectors or
protectors. When the woman activates the panic button, it sounds a siren on the phone of the
protectors and protectors, alerting her that she needs help and so they can find her location using the
GPS.

Themis Methodology of Access to Justice

The training of Popular Legal Promoters was designed based on experiences in the field of
popular legal training in Latin America, which the women who founded Themis met at a Regional
Seminar promoted by the Latin American and Caribbean Committee for the Defense of Women's
Rights - Cladem in 1992. Along with them, other important Brazilian activists were present at the
meeting, who were responsible for implementing programs of legal empowerment also in the
decade of
90. The first group of Popular Legal Promoters in Brazil was announced in Porto Alegre, in the
east of the city, at one of the meetings of the Participatory Budget (PB) of the region, a program of
the government at the time, which brought together, in plenary sessions, leaders for discuss and
approve budget priorities.

22

The construction of the methodology had the assistance of GEEMPA - Study Group on
Education, Research and Action Methodology, with extensive experience in the didactic and
methodological creation of popular education. Some elements of classroom theory (school
groups, cultural activities, educational snacks, participatory workshops) and Geempian ethics
(everyone can learn) are incorporated into the Themis experience. It is a libertarian and
popular education, in which it is intended to learn always and with all different forms of
understanding and meaning of content. A formulation based on a dialogic posture, in the
search for a relativization of different symbolic universes. The effective exchange of
experiences between groups (students, staff, facilitators and facilitators) is a fundamental
element of the way in which the course is run, in which everyone is a social subject that
builds learning. It seeks to contribute to the formation of the participants' autonomy.

The experience gained the world, especially with the dissemination of materials produced by the
organization and the assistance of other organizations in the application of the methodology, the
work having received numerous awards such as the National Human Rights Award (1996);
Winner Leaders Award from Federasul (1997); Human Rights Award from the Mauricio Sirotisky
Sobrinho Foundation from ALERGS and UNESCO (1999); Ashoka Foundation and MCkinsey
Innovative Idea Award (2000); USP Human Rights Award (2000); Herbet de Souza Citizenship
and Human Rights Award, from the Porto Alegre City Council (2003); New Social Technologies
Award from Banco do Brasil for the Themis Methodology of Access to Justice (2005); Medal
City of Porto Alegre, awarded by the Municipality of Porto Alegre, in recognition of the
contribution of the Themis for the history of the city (2014) and; in 2018, the
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Canoas Popular Legal Promoters Training Course was the analist for the 9th edition of the
“Uniritter Recognition Program” in the “Academic Quality” category, among others.
The Themis methodology of access to justice became a non-state public policy sown in more than 11
Brazilian states and 14 municipalities in Rio Grande do Sul. This is an enterprise that involves people in
solidarity and action networks: women community leaders, professionals in the field of health, social
assistance and law, civil society entities, the judiciary, the legislature and the executive. It articulates
different fields, such as gender and justice, education and cultural change, citizenship and equality,
participation and social development.

In our work, we realize that legal education, intersectional and popular feminist education has two
main consequences: subjective/internal strengthening, as a process of adherence to feminism, and
personal and objective development, in relation to the knowledge learned, of local leaders. An
offshoot of the empowerment is the multiplication of the information received to other women in
their communities. The multiplication of knowledge and its training for concrete actions to fight
violence become more effective when it is possible to count on spaces of reference and meeting of
the PLPs, for the exchange of knowledge, assistance, referral and follow-up of cases.
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Below is a more detailed presentation of the Training Courses for Popular Legal Promoters, from
the selection of participants, the local articulations for conducting the course and its didactics, in
addition to the sustainability strategies, its evaluation, and how it has invested in the strengthening
the work and performance of Popular Legal Promoters.
Selection of participants and local articulations to carry out the courses
A few months before the start of the course, there is a disclosure in tutelary councils, residents'
associations, health centers and community day care centers, that is, entities where there are
women who work in social, political and community organizations. Entries are also publicized in
local media and in Themis institutional media. Classes are held in an easily accessible space in the
region where the course participants live.
The selection is carried out by the Pedagogical Coordination of the Course and
criteria are defined for: a) being over 18 and knowing how to read and write; b)
belong to a particular region of residence;c) not having had access to university
education; d) act or have a community action profile; prioritizing the selection of
black, lesbian and bisexual women, domestic workers (some specific courses for
this category), among other non-hegemonic markers.
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Pedagogical/didactic method and content

The courses are taught by specialists from different areas of knowledge, who lend their skills
and competences in meetings that favor interaction, dialogue and the exchange of experiences
between facilitators, facilitators and course participants. The specialists and specialists win,
who try to break with the tradition of isolation and pasteurization of daily life, the goals of
efficiency in the provision of jurisdiction, and the solution of conflicts. Women also gain who,
in direct contact with other social agents, expand their capacity to intervene in their immediate
reality, in interpersonal, family and community relationships. The pedagogical coordination is
shared with a technical advisor from Themis, a PLP and/or one or more partner institutions for
the training.

The fundamental didactic-pedagogical principle constituting the methodology for training Popular Legal
Promoters is the integration, at each stage of the learning process, from “knowing how to do” to
“knowing why”. It starts with the emphasis on knowledge that results from practical experiences, which
subjectively mark each individual. The articulation between the categories of gender, race and class is
also highlighted, as important ways of giving meaning to power relations in our society. These
constituent elements of the methodology permeate its different stages.
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The topics covered in the Training Course are: History and Context of Feminism in Brazil,
Women's Human Rights; Organization of the State; focusing on democratic challenges; Maria da
Penha Law and network for combating violence against women; Femicide Law; Economics of
Care and Domestic Work; Sexual and moral harassment at work; Women's Health and Sexual and
Reproductive Rights; Rights of Children and Adolescents, Statute of people with disabilities and
elderly people; Community action and legal empowerment experiences and action plan; and other
matters according to the reality of the regions where the participants work.

The meetings usually take place weekly, on weekends, depending on the profile of the
selected women. There is a definition at the first meeting about snacks, prioritizing
collective organization and ensuring support for those who are unable to contribute. The
organization of the Graduation is also collective, as well as the construction and definition of
an action plan after the end of the course.

There is also the use of audiovisual materials, distribution of booklets, legislation and informational
materials on the contents of the meetings, group work and collective and/or individual tasks to be
carried out throughout the week. The calendar also includes institutional visits to the services of the
service network, such as the Court of Domestic and Family Violence against Women, the Public
Ministry, the Public Defender's Office, among others. Practical experiences, such as simulated juries or
hearings, concrete case studies are also some of the strategies used to bring them closer to the rituals
and procedures of the judiciary.
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Sustainability strategies

The courses have a pedagogical coordination, usually paid, in addition to the payment of transport
costs for students, creation and printing of promotional materials, among others. The maintenance
of the institution's basic costs is guaranteed, as a matter of priority, through the submission of
projects to funding agencies (national and international) and/or international cooperation agencies,
public bodies and foundations. It is also extremely important to collaborate with institutions,
whether for the provision of rooms, audiovisual material, holding the graduation ceremony, among
other possibilities. However, it can be armed that the sustainability of the program is primarily
based on the voluntary work of the Popular Legal Promoters, the facilitators and facilitators who
participate in the Course, as well as the partners and partners who maintain their aliançarm
alliance with the PLPs in the development of their community work after training.

At the present time, on-site training is suspended due to the pandemic. It should be noted that
Themis has been working on structuring a virtual training methodology, by hiring a specialized
consultancy in the area, which will design training in the area of legal empowerment to be carried
out through an educational platform, and the first course will be offered to domestic workers.
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To sustain the actions of defense of rights during the pandemic, Themis created Fundo SIM
(Women's Information Service). Initially designed for attention to services in the communities, at
this time of pandemic, it will be aimed at supporting domestic workers and PLPs to face the crisis
with dignity and security, in addition to assisting women accompanied by the Institution. The SIM
Fund will also help structure the work of the PLPs, so that they have the means to continue their
activism and build broader actions to support women, especially those in situations of violence.

Ways of continuing the work of the PLPs

The role of the PLPs is concentrated, however, not limited to assisting women in situations of domestic,
sexual and intra-family violence; in the community work of prevention, promotion and defense of
rights; in the articulation of the service space - Women's Information Service; in organizing activities
according to the feminist calendar; and participation in community representation spaces - councils and
local networks.

As for monitoring the work of the PLPs by the organization, it should be noted that Themis has
developed an organic relationship with the PLPs formed in Porto Alegre and the metropolitan
region, and it is also provided in its statute that one of the persons on the Board of Directors must
be an elected PLP among its pairs. Thus, the PLPs, although not associated with organization, has
a seat on the Board and can provide opinions and help direct the institution's direction. Several
PLPs are associated with the organization and may participate in the Board of Directors and Audit
Committee as members elected at the General Assembly.

Currently, four PLPs are on the Themis Board of Directors and Audit Committee. Since 2018, this
relationship has become even closer with the restructuring of the Women's Information Services, in
which women in situations of domestic violence are welcomed and assisted by the PLPs. From this
reception, the PLPs can refer these women to the network for coping with violence against women,
helping them to break the cycle of violence.
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Impact assessment and data collection

During the course, the assessment is carried out at the end of each meeting, verbally or in writing. In the
continuity of the work of the PLPs, the evaluation of the impact of the action is carried out, mainly, by their
action in the SIMs, through the delivery of reports and periodic meetings that report the cases attended to and
the actions planned and carried out. The annual meetings, refresher courses and planning meetings are also
translated as instruments for evaluating and collecting data on the performance of the PLPs. Other tools such
as social networks, Whatsapp groups are other strategies to which it is possible to maintain the connection
with the work of Popular Legal Promoters. The work of the PLPs has also yielded scientic research, such as
the Dissertation presented to the Postgraduate Program Degree in Social Anthropology at UFSC by

researcher Aline de Lima Bonetti, entitled Between feminists and womenists: an ethnography
on Popular Legal Promoters and new configurations of popular female political participation in
Porto Alegre/RS.
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In any case, it seems necessary to us to design a way to assess the impact of the courses on the lives
of these women, not in a way to arbitrarily quantify the work developed, but qualitatively to
measure how much the training courses for Popular Legal Promoters can help students and the
women close to them to break cycles of violence. It is not uncommon for some students to leave
abusive relationships after completing the course. This is an aspect that is perhaps still underanalyzed, which would require greater attention, even as a hypothesis of a possible path to confront
violence, if scaled and made available to a greater number of women.

Pathways to the post-pandemic

Tackling violence against women has been one of the main pillars of the organization since its
inception. Over the years, sectors of the women's movement have bet on institutionality:
regulation of legislation covering different aspects of domestic and/or family violence,
establishment of public policies that could protect women in situations of violence,
instrumentalization of public services such as the Police Station Specialized in Assistance to
Women. It is clear, however, that it is necessary to go beyond institutional spheres. For this
reason, since in its early days, Themis also invested in debate and dialogue between
community agents and the judiciary, between academia and the population, between the
women's movement and the international human rights system.

The duration of the Coronavirus pandemic is still uncertain, but periods alternating social
distancing and quarantine may last until 2024. The best scenario is intermittent distancing
until mid-2022. It is necessary to rethink the actions taken so far, in light of the new reality
marked by isolation (or gradual resumption of activities), the absence of public policies for
women and the precariousness of life for the most vulnerable population. It is now essential
to think about public campaigns, monitoring the actions of governments and the judiciary,
building new professionalization alternatives for women, focusing on the recognition,
reduction and redistribution of the burden of unpaid domestic work and care, in addition to
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using the technologies to enhance security and access to justice for women.

Finally, it is important to recognize that the Brazilian government is gradually abandoning primary care
policies for the population (SUS, SUAS, etc.) and threatens democratic institutions and organized civil
society. Furthermore, it has deepened the foundations of structural racism and encouraged the use of
state and personal violence. This scenario signals the total dismantling of public policies, with no
prospect of resuming actions to protect women, children, LGBTQIA+ populations, blacks, indigenous
people and other vulnerable populations in the country. And given this situation, the empowerment of
women, in their territories and in their community actions will be essential.
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The Formation of Popular Legal Promoters of the CECA
- Centro Ecumênico de Capacitação e Assessoria

Graciela Patricia Cornaglia
Nivia Ivette Núñez de la Paz

1. Introduction and History
The Ecumenical Training and Advisory Center (CECA) is a non-profit civil society entity
headquartered in the city of São Leopoldo (RS). It has its origins in 1973, marked by the context
of the Military Dictatorship. It was constituted as a Training Center for Pastoral Agents, designed
to be the support, support and animator of popular movements, especially the Base Ecclesial
Communities (CEBs) in Rio Grande do Sul.

For that, it would be supported by two pillars: evangelization and catechesis, both should go together
and had as theoretical matrix the methodology of Popular Education of Paulo Freire and the Liberation
Theology. Through the courses offered, many leaders were trained to oppose the dictatorship, creating
spaces for resistance and social transformation.

The political process changed and the CECA became a reference for the Churches and for
organized social movements. Presenting itself as an ecumenical organization dedicated to training
and assistance with the objective of strengthening democracy. Its mission is to contribute to social
transformation and the construction of a democratic, fair and participatory society. Aiming to
develop critical awareness and mobilize for social protagonism, CECA works in the areas of
Ecumenism, Gender and Human Rights, promoting courses and seminars with groups, social
movements, pastoral agents, and popular educators.
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Currently, CECA develops the following projects:
1) Youth plotting against gender violence, started in 2007, at the request of the Municipal
Department of Education and the PLPs, with the objective of: contributing to the prevention,
awareness and denaturalization of gender violence, reflecting with the youth of schools on the
need and possibility of establishing new relationships based on dialogue and mutual respect.
2) Marielle Franco School of Feminism: it is a continuous space for academic and militant feminist
training. Specifically aimed at women, it aims to study feminist theoretical frameworks so that
they can bring daily life together, promote dialogue and support the militant journey.
3) Paulo Freire School of citizenship: it is a continuous space for citizen, academic and militant formation.
Aimed at a broad audience (educators and educators, activists and activists from trade union
organizations, social movements, political parties, public service and NGOs). It intends, through the
reflection and study of the theoretical and methodological references of popular education, to be the
foundation of our trajectory as people committed to social transformation.

Popular Access to Justice Project

In the 1990s, the institution began a new stage, organizing itself into two programs: Faith and
Citizenship and Solidarity and Citizenship. The Faith and Citizenship Program was constituted in a
greater link with Churches and religious groups that are involved with issues related to
overcoming all forms of exclusion and with the processes of social and economic
transformation. The Solidarity and Citizenship Program, in turn, had a more direct action
with local communities and the social context of Vale dos Sinos. It developed socio-cultural
training projects with popular sectors and aimed to improve their living conditions, as well as
to rescue human dignity and citizenship, inserting them in the fight for the defense and
expansion of their rights.
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The involvement of CECA, at this time, with women from the outskirts of São Leopoldo and also
due to the situation of exploitation and violence experienced by many women and girls, generated
the need to incorporate new references and paradigms in its practice, including the gender
category . As CECA had no theoretical background in this field, it sought to approach other
NGOs that had historical background on the subject in question, especially with Themis.

The popular ecumenical movement was strengthened, at that time, with a gender approach, which
gave rise to the Popular Access to Justice Project-APJ, through a consultancy by Themis, and in
1998 the 1st Training Course for Legal Promoters was developed. Course that trains “popular
agents” in topics such as human rights and women's rights, with a total workload of 100 hours.
The women who take the training course receive the title of Popular Legal Promoters - PLPs.
They develop actions to listen, support, follow up, guide and refer women in situations of
violence and discrimination, in addition to denouncing and preventing violence, defending
citizenship and fighting for the implementation of public gender policies.
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The APJ has the following objectives:
· Train women for actions to prevent violence and defend Human Rights, in favor of
excluded sectors of the population, especially women and girls;
· Empowering women to take on their life projects;
· Qualify its interventions in public gender policies.

It is important to highlight that the APJ and the PLPs worked actively for the creation of the São
Leopoldo Women's Forum, in addition to playing a relevant role in the development and
implementation of Public Policies for Women in the municipality, such as the mobilization of the PLPs,
through the creation of the Casa of Reception for Women in Situations of Violence, which boosted the
processing of this project with the municipal government. The PLPs played an important role with the
Municipal Women's Coordination, the Municipal Council for Women - COMDIM, the Network for
Assistance to Women in Situations of Violence and the Jacobina Reference Center for assistance to
women in situations of domestic violence (the team from CECA, together with the PLPs, carried out the
technical training of the Jacobina Center team).

The APJ also carried out, in partnership with the Municipal Department of Public Policies for
the Women the Sensibilizar Project1 and the Regional Training Course for
Project carried out in the neighborhoods of the city of São Leopoldo, with the assistance of Promoters Formed by the
CECA. Two textbooks were prepared for the Project, namely: CORNAGLIA, Graciela Patrícia (Org.). Prevention of violence
against women. Municipal Secretariat of Public Policies for Women of São Leopoldo.
Notebook I. São Leopoldo: CEBI, 2010; and CORNAGLIA, Graciela Patrícia; SANTOS, Karine (Orgs.). National Pact for
combating violence against women. Booklet II. São Leopoldo: CEBI, 2010
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Publics for the Prevention of Violence against Women.2 Over the years, other training programs
were carried out for the municipal government and for the state government, such as: the Training
Program for Public Managers and Social Agents, among others.

São Leopoldo currently has the Assistance Network for Women in situations of domestic and
family violence, where the judiciary and the public prosecutor's office work actively, with the
Jacobina Reference Center, with the Secretariat of Public Policies for Women and recently after
more 20 years of struggle of the women's movement was created and the Women's Police Station.
However, after the 2016 Coup, with the dismantling of Public Policies for women, both the
service network and the municipality's coping network had a notable disarticulation and this was
reflected in the performance of the different services.

The Popular Access to Justice Project, in its 22 years of existence, has held 12 Training Courses
for Popular Legal Promoters, training more than 300 women. As a result of this journey, we see
the consolidation of leaderships with broad and responsible engagements: the PLPs are in the
women's movement, in the black movement, in the coordination of the Women's Forum, in
neighborhood associations, in the Municipal Council for Women's Rights, in the Council City of
Narcotics, in the Municipal Council for Racial Promotion, in the Municipal Council for the
Environment, in the Municipal Council

2Project executed by CECA and carried out by the Municipal Secretariat for Policies for Women of São
Leopoldo/RS in partnership with 11 other municipalities in the Vale dos Sinos region.
It had the support of the Secretariat of Policies for Women of the Federal Government and trained 1,118 public
agents belonging to the areas of health, education, public security, social assistance,
and also community leaders from civil society. To enlarge: NÚÑEZ DE LA PAZ,
NiviaIvette (Org.) From gender violence to humanized relationships. São Leopoldo:
CEBI, 2010.
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(Marielle Franco School of Feminism.)

Social Assistance, at the Municipal Council for Children and Adolescents, at the Municipal
Council for Health and Human Rights. They are health agents, educators and coordinators of
social projects, working in the academy, in church pastorals and in many other spaces for
building citizenship.

2. Selection of participants and local articulations to carry out the courses

As local articulations for the realization of the course, we have the partnership of the women's
movement, the popular movement, the pastorals, organized civil society entities, universities,
member entities of the Assistance Network for women in situations of domestic violence and
family and some Municipal Councils. Of the 12 PLP Training courses, 11 were held in the
municipality of São Leopoldo and the last in the city of Pelotas, for rural women workers from the
rural area of Pelotas, Santa Cruz do Sul and the Verê area of Paraná. Quilombola women also
participated in this course, held in partnership with the Center for Support and Promotion of
Agroecology - CAPA and the Lutheran Foundation of Diaconia - FLD.

The selection criteria for women who take the course are: community leaders, over 18 years old and
literate. Candidates to take the course are usually nominated by the PLPs, partner organizations or the
popular movement. These women fill out an application form and the CECA board (which is currently
fully integrated by PLPs) is responsible for selection.
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3. Pedagogical/didactic method and content
Course syllabus

. Presentation of the Ecumenical Training and Advisory Center - CECA
Introduction to the Popular Access to Justice Project.
Popular Legal Promoter Training Courses.
Historic. Goals. Methodology.

.
.
.
.
.

Feminism. Historical, ethical and political movement.
Gender: instrument of analysis. Gender relations. Gender, race/ethnicity and class.
Organization of the Judiciary. Public ministry.
Human Rights and Women's Human Rights.
Violence against Women: concept. Types of violence. cycle of violence
Strategies to face violence against women (working in networks).

. Humanized service.
. Public Policies for Women.
. Maria da Penha Law. Femicide Law. Parental Alienation Law.
. Procedures performed in the referral of women in situations of domestic violence.
. Sexual and Reproductive Rights: family planning; prevention (STD/HIV), rape/abuse/sexual
harassment/Abortion

. Family rights.
. Women's health
. Rights of children and adolescents (ECA).
. Conict resolution and transformation.
. Ecumenical and Interreligious Dialogue.
. Visits to the Secretariat for Women's Policies, the Reference Center, the Police Station and the Guardianship
Council.
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All classes are carried out with expert advice on the topic to be worked on. The advisors work with
different methodologies of popular education, which include: theoretical classes, group work,
lmes-debates, singing, theater, document analysis, life stories, field visits, among others. The
teachers are specialists in different themes, they are people we know through the journey as an
entity. There is a pedagogical coordination of the course and it is prioritized that this is also PLP
with pedagogical experience. The Training Course for Popular Legal Promoters seeks to strengthen
and equip women to gain their autonomy.

For this to happen, an educational proposal based on democratic principles is necessary, respecting the
different ways of learning, gender and ethnic, social, religious, cultural and economic differences. The
actions proposed in the project are part of the methodology of Feminist Theology and Popular Education
and are based on training centered on women and their experiences. It allows them to appropriate
knowledge, and compare this knowledge with their readings of the world and life so that they feel
challenged to establish actions that enable social transformations and human relations.

4. Sustainability strategies

The CECA, like many civil society organizations, lost, due to economic problems, a large part of
its work structure. I no longer have three-year plans, nor payroll maintenance for a work team. In
2015, the entity closed the contract with the only person who had a contract, because if he had no
income, he could not have expenses. Closing the CECA was even considered by the previous board, but
a history of decades and the commitment to life, especially facing the multiple forms of violence in
everyday life, made Popular Legal Prosecutors become part of the board and of voluntarily maintain the
functioning of the entity: which means keeping the APJ Project alive.
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(Marielle Franco School of Feminism.
Popular access to justice)

From that moment on, CECA started to raise funds for specific Projects and to work as follows:
raise funds for the implementation of a specific Project, hire a person to coordinate, monitor the
execution and prepare the report; and appoints two board members to monitor and support. In this
way the CECA has been working for the last five years. The Feminism and Citizenship schools
are also monitored by the board (divided into two action groups).

We cannot say that it is the ideal, because again "the lifeline" comes from women and voluntarily. Being
categorical: “there is no money, there are no men in charge”! But women's lives and femicide rates
continue to make this volunteering urgent. In short: more than Sustainability Strategies, they are Survival
Strategies, of salvation, not of an entity, but of concrete people in the daily lives of death.
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5. Ways of continuing the work of the PLPs

Monitoring the PLPs and their activities is carried out in different ways. Methodologically, to
better meet the needs of the APJ and PLPs, we divided the work into Training,
Representation and Service. In Training, in addition to the Training Courses for Popular
Legal Promoters, there are:
- The monthly meetings that have been held for 22 years, always on the first Tuesday of each month.
These meetings intend to strengthen the bond between the PLPs and guarantee a space for meeting,
articulation, evaluation and planning of actions. These meetings are coordinated and articulated by the
PLPs and the entity.

- Deepening courses: take place alternately in the year that the PLP Training Course is held and all the
trained Promoters who are active participate. It is a space for ongoing training for women who work
as PLPs, in order to guarantee the knowledge acquired in the course and deepen the themes that arise
from their practices. The theme of this course is chosen at the monthly meetings, the organization of
the course is the responsibility of the entity and a commission formed by the PLPs.
While Representation activities mean participating in different spaces such as seminars, courses,
councils, forums, lectures, among others. In the monthly meetings of the PLPs, the different
demands of the spaces of representation are presented and the names of the PLPs to participate in
these spaces are proposed. Those who participate in these activities also report their participation
in monthly meetings, main advances and difficulties encountered.
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As mentioned above, the PLPs have a broad engagement both in the different municipal
councils and in the pastorals, NGOs/civil society organizations, women's groups,
neighborhood associations, among others. In the service, they carry out gender violence
prevention workshops; individual assistance to women in situations of domestic and family
violence, follow-up when preparing the police report, and also lectures based on the demands
in the different areas where they work.

Greater attention is needed to intensify and coordinate with other PLP groups in RS, the country
and Latin America. So far we only maintain a working partnership with Themis and with the PLPs
in Manaus, through the virtual network (facebook).

6. Impact assessment and data collection
Without a doubt, the implementation of the APJ Project, both in training and in follow-up, which
since 1998 has had an objective impact on the municipality of São Leopoldo and the Vale dos Sinos
region, among others, as previously highlighted. Many of the graduated Prosecutors are in other states
of the Federation, carrying out important work and, without a doubt, the PLP course marks their
trajectory to this day (we speak without euphemism).

7. Final considerations
Using lilac as a backdrop to denounce the growing cases of femicide (death of women
because they are women, don't forget!) and the daily life of blood in Brazil, Latin America,
the world, where girls and women “disappear”, they are raped and killed on a daily basis, we
cannot disregard or minimize the importance of the Popular Legal Promoter Training
Projects, with their different methodologies implemented. We are sure that without them, the
death toll today would be even higher.
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Statistics are always important, but we have to be careful with what the statistics hide (increase in
denunciations = increase in violence), we have to apply other variables in the research so that the data
are a little more real. And, another issue, with the statistics, it has been several years since we
denounced the "required quantification" by the agencies of international and national funding,
quanti cation that stifles the project as a whole, from fundraising to implementation. This should also
be on our agenda!

Until 2016, the year of the Coup, Brazil had a structure to fight violence against women that made up
the service networks of municipalities, states and the Federation. These networks “still exist” (do they
exist?). There is a total dismantling of Public Policies for women, which has brought “we vibrate” with
the light of certain candles after we had electricity for more than a decade. The dismantling of this
structure at all levels also needs to be part of our agenda. If states and governments are unable to sustain
the achievements of women, we urgently need other strategies.
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8. COVID 19 and the role of PLPs

As we have been following in the surveys conducted in recent months, when the Covid-19
pandemic is taking frightening lives in Brazil, without the current government caring and, mainly,
with the action of the president who somehow participates in supporting the genocide that the
virus causes. The rates of femicide and violence against women and girls point to alarming
numbers, with Rio Grande do Sul being one of the states with the highest record (from January to
May 2020, 36 women were victims of femicide, representing an increase of 76, 4% compared to
the same period in 2019).

Especi camente no município de São Leopoldo dados da DEAM apontam uma redução de 40% nas
denúncias de violências contra as mulheres nos meses de março e abril, o que não indica diminuição
das violências praticadas e sim uma queda nas denúncias nesse tempo de isolamento pela pandemia.
Muitos fatores incidem nessas estatísticas, principalmente a vulnerabilidade das mulheres que estão
em casa, reclusas com seus agressores. Também, aimpossibilidade de acesso a outras pessoas ou serviços
que possam orientar, acompanhar, etc.

At this time, the action of the PLPs is of great importance. From the experience of our group, we
can mention some of them: 1. the whatsApp group to maintain unity and to share/solve different
situations, maintaining secrecy regarding names and places;2. The PLPs have spread folders in
strategic spaces such as bus stops, tremsurb and neighborhood mini-markets with numbers for
complaints (ex.180 and Deam's whatsApp number); 3. Activate municipal or regional coping
networks; 4. Monitor the municipal service network and demand coordinated actions between the
two networks;5. Denouncement of the increase in feminicides and the dismantling of public
policies for women in the Brazilian scenario, in international confrontation networks.

47

References
BEISE ULRICH, Claudete; NÚÑEZ DE LA PAZ, Nivia Ivette. Christianity and Urbanism: The Ecumenical Trainingand
Advisory Center Services and the Formation of the Popular Legal Agents. In: World Christianity, Urbanizationand Identity.
Barreto; Moses and Kenneth (Orgs). Princentoned: New Jersei, 2020.
CECA. Projeto Acesso Popular a Justiça: Curso de Formação de Promotoras Legais Populares.Centro
Ecumênico de Capacitação e Assessoria. https://cecadh.wordpress.com/.
CORNAGLIA, Graciela Patrícia. Projeto Acesso Popular a Justiça: onze anos de caminhadapágs.
16 e 17 in Práticas e re exão. CECA em Revista. Ano IV, Nº 6. São Leopoldo.
CORNAGLIA, Graciela Patrícia. Mulheres que (des)aprendem a serem mulheres na tradição católica
desconstruindo modelos de opressão através da formação das promotoras legais populares.
Dissertação de Mestrado. Unisinos, 2007.
CORNAGLIA, Graciela Patrícia (Org.). Prevenção à violência contra as mulheres. Secretaria Municipal dePolíticas
Públicas para as Mulheres de São Leopoldo. Caderno I. São Leopoldo: CEBI, 2010.
CORNAGLIA, Graciela Patrícia; SANTOS, Karine (Orgs.). Pacto Nacional
pelo enfrentamento à violência contra as mulheres. Caderno II. São Leopoldo: CEBI, 2010
NÚÑEZ DE LA PAZ, NiviaIvette; GIERUS, Renate. CECA e COMIN:A
sociedade civil promovendo cidadania desde outras pedagogias. Re exus: Revista
Semestral de Teologia e Ciências das Religiões, v.10, p. 113-125, 2016.
NÚÑEZ DE LA PAZ, Nivia Ivette. Promover cidadania: questão pública da Teologia!In:
Teologia Pública no Brasil e na África do Sul: um diálogo teológico-político. Sinner, Rudolf von; Beise Ulrich,
Claudete; Forster, Dion (Orgs.). Faculdades EST/EditoraSinodal: São Leopoldo, 2020.

48

49

The Formation of Popular Jurists at Fundação Margarida Alves

1 - Introduction and History

The Margarida Maria Alves¹ Foundation for the Defense of Human Rights
(FDDH/MMA) is a non-profit civil society entity governed by the legislation
applied to foundations. It is legally autonomous, the result of the efforts and debates
of the team of the Center for the Defense of Human Rights of the Archdiocese of
Paraíba, of Archbishop Dom José Maria Pires and the Consultative Council of the
Archdiocese, having been established on July 8th, 1994.

The Foundation's mission is to strengthen and spread a culture of respect for human
rights from the perspective of popular movements and social justice, being affiliated
with the National Human Rights Movement since its creation. From his institution,
there was a concern with the great demand of people who turned to the Foundation
to receive information about basic citizenship rights. Thinking of expanding
knowledge about these rights to low-income communities, a partnership was
implemented with the Sal da Terra Project, which developed literacy activities for
adults, for some special classes on basic rights.

¹1Margarida Maria Alves, born and raised in Alagoa Grande, in Brejo Paraibano, was the first woman president of the
Rural Workers Union in the city. There, he founded the Rural Worker Education and Culture Center. He fought for the
defense of the rights of landless workers, his main goals were the registration in the work card, the daily working hours of
8 hours, 13th salary, vacations.
Daisy was murdered on Aug. 12, 1983, when a hired gunman fired a 12-gauge shotgun in her face while she was in front
of her house. The crime had international repercussions and the day of his murder, August 12,
it is known as the National Day for the Fight against Violence in the Country and for Agrarian Reform.
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(Rights circle.)

In parallel to this experimental initiative, we started a dialogue with the Association of Rural
Workers Lawyers – AATR, from Bahia, to learn about their project, the Leigos Juristas Leigos.
There were many conversations, exchanges and a very fruitful partnership until we developed our
own proposal, the Popular Jurists Training Course. We were also inspired by the work developed
by Themis – Gender, Justice and Human Rights, with whom we developed some dialogue.
Finally, in 1999 the Foundation prepared a project sent to the international cooperation institution
Bilance, in the Netherlands, which quickly showed interest in establishing a partnership for the
implementation of the course. We started our first group in 1999, with leaders from various
movements, unions, Ecclesiastical Base Communities - Cebs, Non-Governmental Organizations
and social pastorals, from the municipalities of João Pessoa, Bayeux and Santa Rita. This first
class graduated in December 2000.
Over this time, many groups of the Popular Jurists Training Course have already gone, in this
year of 2020 we are in progress with the 17th group. Many modifications and additions were
made to the course, aiming to give a greater ability to read the reality and the possibility of
seeking the guarantee of rights on the part of Jurists and Popular Jurists in their various
community and union struggles.
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2 –Selection of participants and articulations for conducting the courses

The first activity of the Popular Jurists course is to think about the Notice where the registration
period, number of vacancies, age, the requirement for the candidate not to have completed high
school, but to be literate are described². In addition to these criteria, there is also the requirement to
belong to social movements/popular groups, unions, groups linked to churches, regardless of
whether they are formally constituted, and two people must be appointed per group.

The criteria described above also underwent extensive discussions and modi,cations, always
remaining criteria for participation in social movements and being literate. The age criterion was
established based on demands from adolescents to participate in the course. As we are not linked
to the Municipal Council for Children and Adolescents and, therefore, not legally able to develop
projects and activities with this specic audience, the age criterion was set at 18 years or more.
Another criterion that was later redefined was schooling. Due to the high demand in the number of
enrollments and the few places offered, preference is given to people with a lower level of
education, as they lack more opportunities for education and access to their rights.

²Cannot enroll people with a university degree or who are studying a degree in Law,
as the course aims to provide opportunities for people who had less access to education.
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The notice is widely publicized on the entity's website and social networks, in the press and is also sent
to entities and social movements. Through the Registration Form, the selection of course participants is
carried out, taking into account whether the popular leadership fulfilled the criteria required to attend the
training, and then the result is disclosed on the entity's website and social networks.

It is important to highlight the Foundation's initiative to create a public notice for the selection of interns
among students of Law courses at public and private universities in Paraíba. Since 1999, the Foundation
has had an agreement with the Federal University of Paraíba/UFPB, the Faculty of Higher Education of
Paraíba/Fesp and the University Center of João Pessoa/UNIPÊ in order to sensitize students on the subject
of Rights Humans and Citizenship, offering a more plural training for these students. Over these nineteen
years, twenty-one interns have joined the project as collaborators in the Popular Jurists Training course.
At the end of the internship, with these people already graduated, we count on them, now as volunteers.

All the work carried out by Fundação Margarida Maria Alves in developing the Training Course
for Popular Jurists would not be possible without the collaboration of several institutions,
including NGOs and Public Agencies that, through partnerships, formal and informal, contributed
to the success of the experience. These partnerships range from public and private universities,
State and Federal Public Defenders, INSS, State and Federal Public Ministry, Court of Justice,
OAB, Procon, Women's Policy Secretariats, DEAMs, in addition to various local civil society
organizations.
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We also count on the collaboration of some parliamentarians in the State and Federal scope who
make available publications of the Federal Constitution and other legislation necessary for the
smooth running of the Course.

In 2011, with the aim of expanding the training of Popular Jurists to other regions of the state, a
partnership was sought with the Popular Education Service-SEDUP, from Guarabira, an entity with
which the Foundation already had a partnership in several actions. During planning, it was agreed that
the Foundation would be fully responsible for carrying out the training: production of material and
coordination of workshops and modules; SEDUP would be responsible for mobilizing the public and
making the space and all the necessary infrastructure viable. Thus, two Training Courses for Popular
Jurists were held in Guarabira, covering 8 municipalities in the brejo region of Paraíba, in the years
2011 and 2012/2013.

3 – Pedagogical/didactic method and content

The Popular Jurists Training course comprises workshops, modules,
knowledge exchange, visits to public institutions, group work, lectures and
debates, games and theatrical performances. All these actions are intended
to reinforce the content learned.

It should be noted that in the current moment of the Brazilian situation, with serious threats to
democracy and serious loss of rights for the working class and the poorest and most vulnerable
population, the team that makes up the Foundation carried out a general evaluation of the Course and
took some decisions that imply modications in its content and methodology, aiming to enable a more
consistent performance with the current moment.
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Workshops with cross-cutting themes and modules are implemented once or twice a month and
address multidisciplinary themes, allowing for a more political discussion on the themes without
greater concern with the text of the law, namely: Workshop on Gender and Feminisms, Human
Rights and Well Living; Public Policies and Social Control; Workshop on race and LGBTQI+
population. Then the modules are carried out, which provide a reading of the various legislations,
without, however, disregarding the political reading of them: Notions of Constitutional Law;
Constitutional Law II; Organization of the Judiciary; Notions of Civil Law; Notions Family law
and conflict mediation; Notions of Labor and Social Security Law; Notions of Urban Law and
Urban Policy, in addition to visits to public bodies, assessment, graduation ceremony and the
practical part with the Ciranda de Direitos. In some courses, a workshop on written language and
notions of documentation from popular groups was also offered.
In each workshop and module, a booklet is given with every subject taught, where the student can turn
to in case of doubt, in addition to having attached complementary texts and indications of texts, videos
and movies on the subject. It is necessary to emphasize that the language used in the elaboration of all
teaching material is based on popular language, and with examples very close to the reality of students.

After the modules, the Ciranda de Direitos is held, which is the practical part of the course,
serving the population of a community and/or neighborhood selected by the course
participants and providing guidance and referral to public bodies for problem solving. Along
with legal advice, several other services are also offered, such as issuing documents,
assistance and guidance on violence against women, court hair, brushing workshops, origami,
among others, thus making it a space for citizenship. The idea of providing a practical experience
of guidance on rights for participants in the Training Course for Popular Jurists was held for the
first time in 2011, in the community of Mussumago, in João Pessoa/PB in 2011. This experience
has been maintained in all of them classes and has been an important reinforcement in the learning
of course participants.
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4 –Sustainability Strategies

Discussing sustainability strategy in this context of NGOs in Brazil is a complex and difficult task.
The Foundation has developed activities parallel to its mission to try to establish a reserve fund to
assist in the development of activities and maintenance of the institution, obviously these
resources are not enough to maintain the larger activities. As for the Popular Jurists Training
Course, one strategy is to seek to establish partnerships with public authorities, which has
generated results in specific actions, but still presents problems for more consistent actions, as is
the case with the Popular Jurists Course.

As for partnerships with NGOs, requests have come to the geographical
expansion of the course to other regions of the state, including infrastructure
counterparts to carry out the same, but they still need

nancial cooperation as

these partnerships cannot cover the largest part of the expenses necessary to
carry out the activities.
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5 – Ways of continuing the work of and of Popular Jurists

Thinking about the actions of and of Popular Jurists, the decision was taken in a meeting to form the
Network of Popular Jurists of Paraíba. Created on April 27, 2003, it constitutes a space for articulation
with the objective of “following the intervention of lawyers in popular movements, updating legal and
social content and supporting the needs and difficulties on methodological issues , planning, evaluation
and preparation of technical-administrative documentation of the groups to which they are integrated”
(General Report 2004). He worked more intensely for some years, holding meetings to plan and evaluate
actions. These meetings were organized by nuclei: João Pessoa, Bayeux, Santa Rita and Forte Velho,
with the participation of Jurists and an Articulation Committee with representatives from all nuclei.

The Popular Jurists Network articulated and organized in partnership with the Foundation and
carried out a series of activities: such as municipal and state meetings of Popular Jurists, workshops,
mobilizations on the environment, river protection, debate forums, cultural events, meetings
training and legal updating, mobilization campaigns, among other activities, which brought together
around 7,521 people.

For a few years, the network was the greatest articulator and promoter of the work of and of Popular
Jurists, plays a role of agglutination and exchange of information, and is still today a source of data
collection on the performance of these and these Popular Jurists. These now act on several fronts,
without the previous consistency of the Popular Jurists Network, but still maintaining a level of
articulation.
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6 – Impact assessment and data collection

Regarding the individual assessment of the student, it is carried out through the registration form,
because in it, in addition to the personal data and the entity/social movement of which it is a part,
there are several questions to ascertain primary knowledge in the area of law, citizenship and
human rights. At the end of the course, at the time of assessment, the same form is applied as a
way of perception of the student to detect advances/learning. We also use the written assessments
at the end of the workshops and modules and also the exercises delivered at the conclusion of each
module for correction and joint assessment at the next meeting.

Due to the good references of the Popular Jurists Training Course, some other partnerships with
governmental and religious institutions were formed, in order to carry out, through our
methodology (adapted contents), the training of target audiences of other projects/institutions .

Since the beginning of the Course, we have trained 380 Popular Jurists, from 20 municipalities in Paraíba,
who started to develop activities in their places of work in a more qualified manner.

Some aspects of a personal character were observed as positive results of the Course and others of
a more collective and community character.

In the more individual aspect, but with a strong impact on society, there is a self-worth and an
increase in self-esteem of many people who completed the course. This aspect has drawn attention
because it has provided significant changes in people’s lives. Many
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Popular Jurists began to realize the abusive relationships they were experiencing and broke with the
cycle of violence, after learning the course, but even more after changing their self-perception as a
person and as a woman.

Other people, women and men, realized from their participation in the course, their learning
capacity, awakening the desire to resume formal studies. We have cases of people who restarted
their studies at the elementary level and now have graduate degrees, completely changing their
lives and those of their families and community, as they begin to act in a more conscious and
qualified manner in the various social struggles.

Many important actions were also triggered by the actions of Popular Jurists, such as
denunciations of actions and omissions by public authorities, including one with considerable
repercussion at the state level, as it resulted in the removal of a judge from the juvenile court.

Another action that has had consequences to this day was the creation of the Dom Oscar Romero
Human Rights Center, in the municipality of Santa Rita, which, from its planning, implementation
and operation process, had the participation of Popular Jurists, in the composition of the team and the
coordination of the Center, which completed 15 years of operation in 2019, developing an important
service to the population of that municipality.

In addition to these actions with greater impact, there are countless actions by Popular Jurists with results that made
it possible to guarantee rights or improve public services for the population.
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A source of data collection for the Foundation on the work of and of Popular Jurists has been the
whatsapp group of the Popular Jurists Network, the Foundation's social networks, where, in general,
most Popular Jurists are present and where meetings of Popular Jurists are held systematically by the
Foundation. In addition, we have constantly encouraged the writing of reports of actions carried out by
and by Popular Jurists, which also results in a writing exercise, so necessary in the construction of
citizenship

Even so, there is much more of a team effort here in data collection and analysis than an established
method. We have been working with attempts, but we know that our ability to follow up on the work of
the Popular Jurists still does not account for all the actions developed, nor the impact that this has had on
the communities in which they operate. This is because we deal with the Foundation's operational dif
masculties, but also with the very dynamics of the lives of people who need to move and establish other
commitments in the fight for survival and for these reasons they are not always able to maintain this
bond that allows the monitoring of their actions .
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7 - Final considerations

In the current context that has been established for a few years and has deepened from the year
2019, of demobilizations of social movements, weakening of rights, but also of a perplexity before
the events, the Popular Jurists Course needed to adapt to the new conditions . First, because the
contradictions and ruptures that occurred in society were experienced in the course, requiring the
team to develop skills to deal with conflicts. It was not easy, but with dialogue, pedagogy, and a
great deal of patience, we are able to overcome the conflicts. Second, we believe that we live in a
moment where resuming and revaluing the political discussion, more than the legal aspects, is a
necessity, not least because rights have frequently been modified, reduced and require a rearticulation to deal with situations.

Regarding the continuity of the course, we can say that the Foundation has almost always worked
with resources from international cooperation, despite some attempts at partnerships with public
bodies, but that it has presented many difculties, especially with regard to deadlines and
discontinuity of actions.
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The Formation of Popular Legal Promoters of the Grupo Mulher Maravilha

Introduction and history
The Wonder Woman Group (Grupo Mulher Maravilha, GMM) was founded in 1975, the
International Year of Women, when Brazil lived under intense political repression, which implied
the total denial of Human Rights. The founders were women who were not satisfied with the
situation of oppression and discrimination experienced on a daily basis and, reflecting, they
identified the contradictions of a patriarchal, capitalist society as the cause of the situation
experienced by them and by the entire Brazilian people. and racist. At the moment, its focus is on
the Nova Descoberta neighborhood, on the outskirts of Recife (PE), where it has its headquarters.
She worked strongly in Sertão do Pajeú and has a property there, currently ceded to the Women of
Benvirá, in partnership today with specific actions.

Its projects are always focused on its mission to fight for the promotion of Human Rights
from a gender, race and ethnicity perspective and for the access to citizenship of the
population victim of social exclusion, as well as for the empowerment of women for the
construction of a new society. She also worked in the areas of professional training with a
view to inserting young people and women into the market and the world of work,
empowerment and autonomy of quilombola communities, Human Rights, Popular Solidarity
Economy, Prevention against STDs/HIV/AIDS, Environment and Access to Justice. In this
sense, it promoted the Formation of PLPs to create conditions for women to know their
rights, laws and legal mechanisms, enabling them to take initiatives and decisions for access
to justice and the defense of human rights.
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The GMM decided to start the training course for PLPs as a measure to confront the glaring situation
of violence against women in the State of Pernambuco. We managed to prepare our first project and
send it to a German international agency, which was approved and started in 2005 in Recife with an
inaugural class in the main hall of the Legislative Assembly.

In Sertão do Pajeú, we started the 1st class in 2006. That same year, we participated in the 2nd
Meeting of the National Network of Popular Legal Education at the Margarida Alves Foundation
in João Pessoa (PB), when we met the PLP Arlene Martinez from the São Paulo Women's Union
Paulo, author of the postgraduate thesis entitled: “The Experience of Popular Legal Promoters in
São Paulo: Gender and Citizenship/2005”. Later, on September 19 and 20, 2009, we participated in
the meeting, representing the Foundation, when the Letter of Principles for the Articulation of
Popular Jurists was approved.

On that occasion, the GMM, by election, became part of the regional coordination of the
Articulation. That was when we met Amelinha Teles, also from the São Paulo Women's Union,
and we created bonds. Thus, our first experience in popular legal education was with the
Margarida Alves Foundation. We had the idea of offering another course on the Formation of
Popular Jurists to contemplate young people of both sexes who sought us out in the Sertão do
Pajeú, and then we created ties with the São Paulo Women's Union. In 2009, Amelinha Teles
launched the Dossier for Relatives of the Dead and Disappeared in Brazil in Paraíba and in 2010 it
launched the Dossier in Pernambuco, in celebration of the 35th anniversary of the GMM.
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In 2015, we participated in the Meeting of PLPs in São Paulo, promoted by the Women's
Union - São Paulo. In 2016, we participated in the IV National Meeting of Popular Legal
Education in Salvador (BA) by GAPA, and there we approached some NGOs and
strengthened ties with the Cape Women's Center (CMC). In this meeting in Salvador, we got
to know experiences of Formation of PLPs, with people of both sexes, which generated
some discomfort and many discussions among a large number of NGOs forming PLPs
present at the meeting.

Currently, the reality of human rights for the impoverished population of the Northeast, whether on
the outskirts of large cities, whether in rural areas or in cities in the interior, is very difficult. Despite
some governmental effort (municipal/state), the national policy dictated by the Federal Government,
a supporter of extreme neoliberalism, is to dismantle the small advances made by previous
progressive governments. Unemployment, the homeless population, precarious sanitation conditions,
housing shortages, femicide, etc., are on the rise. Work rights won a century ago are thrown to the
ground, weaken health care, a situation aggravated by the spread of the new coronavirus.

Proven by history, the conquest and maintenance of rights does not occur without the pressure of
interested people and for this the people need to know the rights and be aware to fight for their
defense. It was wrongly believed that it would be enough to pass advanced laws for reality to
change, but without groundwork nothing changes. Hence the importance of popular legal
education and the work of organizations such as GMM, with the PLPs mobilized in favor of
human rights for the general happiness.
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Selection of participants and local articulations to carry out the courses

The GMM publicized the courses on social networks in Recife and the Metropolitan Region and
in the hinterland of Pajeú, through radio and word-of-mouth programs. The criteria defined for the
selection were as follows: the candidate should be over 14 years old1 and needed fill in a form
that, at the end of the course, would be used to measure changes in the conception of the student's
own profile.

There was also a questionnaire followed by an interview by professionals
from the course's organizing team. Demonstration of interest in the
candidate has always been the main selection criterion, followed by
availability for a minimum participation in 70% of classroom classes and a
commitment to complete the workload with studies and provision of
services to the community. Other criteria were previous training and
engagement. In the Sertão, there was an orientation to form groups from
two course participants per community, due to the distance from their
homes, and in some cases, to support each other, contemplating women
with low education or illiterate. The responsibility for the selecti on of
candidates fell to the project team, formed by the Pedagogical Coordination
and the GMM facilitators.

1Despite flexibility in the first class in the Pajeú sertão, none of the selected students were under 18 years of age. This criterion took place in a context and in a timely manner, initially
adopted in order not to exclude some black teenagers and young women from quilombola communities who were very enthusiastic a bout the training processes with that public in the sertaneja
region. However, in the selection process
only the most mature women and young people with time availability were chosen.
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Pedagogical/didactic method and content
(Human rights. Quilombo communities.)

The courses included theoretical and practical classes, with a multidisciplinary approach to Law
and discussion of various topics. In turn, the 2016/17 courses included new themes due to the
political context. Contents: Introduction: The concepts of PLP and popular education; Approach to
Citizenship and Human Rights; The Citizenship Calendar; Gender-Inclusive Language. Specific
themes: The Organization of the Brazilian State; Justice Agencies in Brazil - Judiciary, MP and
Public Defender's Office; the Brazilian Constitution of 1988; Concept of Law, Justice and
Legislation in general; Fundamental rights; Women's Human Rights; The Convention of Belém do
Pará; the Maria da Penha Law, after its approval; Women's Rights in Domestic Relations; Rights
of Children and Adolescents; Rights of the Elderly Person; Labor Rights and Current Legislation;
Approach on “Moral Harassment and Sexual Harassment”. Women's Legal Guarantees: Women in
Violence Situations; Criminal System and Special and Criminal Courts; Civil and Family Rights;
Reproduction: body and sexuality; Family planning and female sterilization; STDs and AIDS.
Abortion: current laws; Black Women's Health; Trafficking and exploitation of children,
adolescents and women; The Women's Organization and social movements. Mechanisms of access
to justice for public authorities and citizens. Feminisms, Gender Relations. Racial Discrimination,
Racism and Current Laws. The Social Assistance Policy: Social Pyramid – Politics – DemocracyPolitical Parties and Unionism – the Military Coup of 64; Environment - the Femicide Law;
reflections on the Statute of the Family and the Unborn in the agenda of the Congressional
setback; Conict Mediation government programs, the Women of Peace program and impeachment.
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All the work of the GMM and the formation of the PLPs was based on the principles of
Paulofreireana philosophy and on the perspective of liberating and dialogic pedagogy in the
teaching-learning process, in the collective construction of knowledge, in learning by doing and
autonomy in the way of acting . It sought to adopt the principle of horizontality, to provoke the
exercise of public speaking. There were case studies and discussion of real or fictional situations.

Another principle adopted was to value not only technical-legal and academic knowledge, but also
popular knowledge arising from the experience and daily life of women. The workshops took
place in a circular and horizontal environment, facilitating interaction. We tried to organize the
interventions to guarantee time and voice, and conversation circles were used. Seminars, debates,
public hearings, conferences, vigils and public events were promoted. There were visits to hospital
and to justice and security bodies (MP and Police Station). Educational materials, handouts, loose
sheets, booklets of the Maria da Penha Law, the Practical Handbook on Women's Rights (by the
GMM), copies of the Federal Constitution of 1988, the Statute of Children and Adolescents
(ECA), the Budget Law were distributed (LOAS), the Statute of the Elderly, displayed Films
followed by conversation circles, games and poetry. At the beginning of classes, a Coexistence
Agreement was collectively constructed, revisited whenever necessary. In long-term workshops,
Work Committees were created (health, animation, hours, registration, cleaning, and others when
necessary).

The participants received a stipend or a transportation allowance, mainly for women from rural
communities. At the end, the students wrote as a team a document with a theme of free choice.
The evaluation process happened in several ways and several times during the course. At the end,
before certification, a Letter of Commitment was signed, discussed and approved by all.
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In Afogados da Ingazeira, the group of 2006 committed to carry out an annual action, and the
Carnival Block “Flor do Mandacaru – for the end of violence against women” was created. The
courses always had a pedagogical coordination from the entity, which also accompanied everything,
as support monitors. Risolene was coordinator of the first courses, social educator, former GMM
student, activist, feminist, currently in the second municipal administration, in the role of Women
Coordinator of Afogados da Ingazeira.

The 2016/17 courses were coordinated by a young lawyer from the entity's staff, who also taught
classes. The classes in the courses were given by professionals who were either from the entity's
staff or hired. The teams were carefully formed by the institution, by people who knew the
program best and who were better able to deal with women. For the first courses, the NGO hired
Lucidalva Nascimento, a feminist lawyer, from the Centro das Mulheres do Cabo-CMC with solid
experience in PLPs supported by Jadion, a Human Rights activist, completing the team with
Socorro Alves, a psychologist with a postgraduate degree in violence of gender, and Lourdes
Luna, Social Worker, founder of GMM, who has followed the program since the beginning, both
from the internal staff.

Later, Lucimary Passos, another lawyer with a specialization in Human Rights, was hired. In recent
courses, in addition to the young lawyer Carol Santos and a social worker on the NGO staff,
participated as a service provider in the role of facilitator of some modules, a PLP called Wanda,
formed by the GMM, a student of Social Service, and we also have the special participation of
Luiz Alves, lawyer, advisor to the GMM , historical militant of the social and popular movement.
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Sustainability strategies

The first public notices executed by the GMM (2005/2009) were supported by international
agencies, based on the presentation of projects. In the second stage, in 2016/17, the projects
had small, local resources. The GMM has always looked for ways to get counterparts,
volunteer work and donations, in addition to reusing educational materials. However, the
lack of institutional projects strongly undermined the entity's sustainability, losing staff with
long experience in the entity. As a continuity strategy, local and national articulation was
sought. There was a commitment to the creation of the State PLP Network and on August
21, 2009 a grand event was held at its headquarters in Recife and another event on August 7,
2010, to celebrate the 1st year of this Network.

In 2017, the GMM helped to create the Articulação de PLPs in Recife and the Metropolitan Region,
followed by successive training meetings to keep the PLPs articulated and monitor their actions at
the base. A Letter of Principles was then drafted and approved, after a long process of discussion.
We also created a virtual group.
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The difficulties came with the dispersion of some very active and empowered PLPs that became
seriously ill, others lost their jobs, among other situations, such as the lack of resources of the entity,
which now has only a volunteer team, which implied the precarious functioning of the entity . In
addition to the political situation, the busy and difficult life of the PLPs, some studying without even
having a Saturday off, the heavy workload of those who work, bullying, with threats of job loss, and
now everything aggravated by a paralyzed life by the Covid-19 pandemic are other difficulties
encountered. The attempt to overcome this has been animated by the studies nearing completion of a
PhD by Amanda Scott, an associate of the GMM, focused on: “Life trajectories of PLPs: empowerment
and agency among women in Pernambuco”. We cannot say that these difficulties have been overcome
until we manage to improve the situation of the training NGO.

Ways of continuing the work of the PLPs

After the course, the PLPs continued with their militancy and providing service to the community
from their place, in a more qualified and better oriented way. We observe the performance of
PLPs in a very different way, others acting in their communities and associations, together with
Forums, making their presence felt in public hearings, conferences and in management councils.
We tried to follow them through the created Articulations and now we have news of some that
joined the GMM.

In this way, our relationship has happened in a precarious way, on digital platforms, with some
exceptions. In this process, the greatest difficulties arise from the current situation of social and
women's movements and disenchantment with politics, a fact that immobilizes many people. The
possibility of this meeting in Porto Alegre encouraged us and brings a little hope.

71

Avaliação Impact assessment and data collection

The GMM, strictly speaking, does not adopt an impact assessment. It has already collected
data, but it has been out of date for a few years. This does not mean a lack of interest, but of
conditions. It would be of great value to implement impact assessment techniques because
we have beautiful and successful experiences of children, teenagers, young people and
women who grew up as citizens, with autonomy and empowered. It is in our interest to
implement this method in the institution so that we know the concrete result, over time, of
the training promoted by the entity.

Final considerations

We would like to talk about the importance of the opportunity we had by UnB to write a chapter
of the book “O Direito Achado na Rua” V. 5 - Critical introduction to Women's Rights. The pride
of having Amelinha Teles and Crimea on the GMM membership and of having participated in a
meeting with our PLPs, in Recife and Sertão. In 2006, Shanna Devine – School for International
Training – CSA Brazil – Northeast, an American student, intern at the GMM, studied in 2006 in
our
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PLP Training course at Pajeú, writing her monograph with the title: “Promotoras Populares
and social transformation beyond the classroom of Wonder Woman Group (GMM)”. We had
a PLP, a left-wing councilor, some management coordinators, in advisory positions and legal
counselors who went through our training.

The biggest challenges of the current political and legal situation are to rearticulate and update
politically and legally the dispersed PLPs, and to continue taking new courses. As a strategy to
overcome the difficulties in our popular legal education project, we continue to fight for the
memory of the experience in the entity and with the goal of holding a meeting of the PLPs when
life returns to normality, after this overwhelming pandemic, with posthumous tributes to Josenita
Duda - Jô (02/26/2020), one of the first PLPs in the state, from Recife's Homosexual Movement
and Articulation (AMHOR) and Ridete Columbino da Lua Clara (03/30/2019), both from the 1998
class; to the PLPs of the Mulher Maravilha Group, Dacilene Simões (03/01/2016) - 2016 class and
Margarida Jerônimo (20/06/2020) - 2005 class, victim of COVID 19.”
Popular legal education remains valid because it favors the process of political and feminist
education for women, providing them with knowledge of their rights to access justice, public
power and the exercise of citizenship, mobilizing other women, despite all discrimination
suffering, for being a woman, they are the most willing to organize themselves and claim rights
and carry out the political and revolutionary struggle.

73

(Human rights. Gender, race and ethnicity.)

In this scenario, they are necessary, because knowing rights brings the most vulnerable and
marginalized groups closer together, taking from the paper what is called equality of rights.
Popular legal education, by its nature, needs to be redefined and be resilient in different contexts
that favor the creation of new laws, extending rights achieved with popular participation or
resistance when the State withdraws rights, or creates anti-democratic laws, example of the Statute
of the Unborn and the Family, proposed by the authoritarian federal government.

Although we have not applied an impact assessment methodology and organized and
permanent monitoring of the performance of women who received training in PLPs, we have
evidence that practice (the empirical) proves the validity of the theoretical (concept, role and
importance of PLP in the society), by contacting some who have joined or support the GMM.
Development of activities in the communities in which they operate, participation in forums,
councils and even the exercise of positions in progressive public administrations are practices
that demonstrate the theoretical formulation of the projects for the training of Popular Legal
Promoters.
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Formation of Popular Legal Promoters of
Faculdade de Direito da Universidade de Brasília

Introduction and background

In Distrito Federal, the Popular Legal Promoters have existed as an Extension Project of the
Faculty of Law of the University of Brasília, since 2005. Result of the demand of Law
students at UNB in articulation with social movements in Ceilândia, and from contact with
PLPs from the NGO Themis in Rio Grande do Sul. Its initial theoretical framework is the
“Direito Achado na Rua” movement. And we have the support of MPDFT and FIOCRUZ
Brasília.

We promote annual courses in Ceilândia (an administrative region of the DF), with the objective of
training women of all profiles, on rights and citizenship, with a focus on human rights, popular
education, and on combating violence against women. PLP courses were also held in the
Administrative Region of Sobradinho (2014) and in São Sebastião (2017 and 2018). And in 2019, in
partnership with the IFG of Águas Lindas de Goiás, we held the first course in Águas Lindas, around
Distrito Federal. From 2005 to 2019, 595 women multipliers were trained.

The Popular Legal Promoters came up with the Vez e Voz Extension Project, which works to
combat human trafficking, promoting lectures in public schools in the Federal District and Águas
Lindas in the State of Goiás.
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.
(Project Turn and Voice.)

In the material commemorating the 25th anniversary of the Popular Legal Promoters of São Paulo,
Maria Amélia de Almeida Teles writes “The PLPs of Brasília have an important role in the
consolidation of a national network”. And about this, we think it is important to register that the PLPs
of Distrito Federal were responsible for taking this project to the State of Goiás, to the UFG of Goiânia,
in 2018. Represented by the facilitators Rosa Maria, Andreia and Clara
In 2019, our facilitator Rosa Maria went to Roraima to train women to implement the
Popular Legal Promoters in this state. The training course lasted 40 hours. We are
articulating partnerships with the University of Cuiabá (Mato Grosso) and the University of
Dourados (Mato Grosso do Sul), as well as with women from the city of Catalão (Goiás), so
that courses for Popular Legal Promoters are taught in these cities.

The Popular Legal Promoters of Distrito Federal (DF) are part of the Women's Network of Fern
(another Administrative Region of the DF), participating in the organization of annual events for
women victims of domestic violence in this region, in partnership with CAPS - Psychosocial Care
Center, CREAS - Specialized Reference Center for Social Assistance, Public Defender and other
actors in the local network. This articulation is made by the facilitator Laerzi. PLPS participate in
the Federal District Women's Council (CMDF); and make up the Committee to Combat
Trafficking in Persons of Distrito Federal.
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We are organized by the Forum of Popular Legal Promoters of the Federal District and
Surroundings, so that women trained in the course remain in contact, exchanging information and
organizing themselves to be present in relevant spaces and events.

On 11.28.2019, we were awarded the Marielle Franco Human Rights Award, granted by the
Human Rights Commission of the Legislative Chamber of the Distrito Federal. In 2019 we also
launched a book about our performance; in which PLPs from various parts of Brazil shared with
us their experiences in chapters of this book.1

Distrito Federal is formed by huge social inequality between the regions inhabited by workers and the
regions inhabited by the highest levels of the Judiciary, Legislative and Executive. And this inequality is
reflected in different relationships and access (or not) to rights.

Ceilândia is the Administrative Region of Distrito Federal with the highest urban density. Created
in the 1970s to relocate the population that lived in unregulated areas of the DF. The
Administrative Region currently has almost 500 thousand inhabitants 2. It is considered a
"peripheral" region of the federal capital, it does not have a high per capita income, especially
when bought from the "fantasy island" which is the Plano Piloto and the South and North Lakes
(these have income and HDI close to Switzerland).

1 Easy access to our publications at the following link:
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1PjSpxTzFgSNThU1zyfLKet7vz20eTP7m
2

http://www.codeplan.df.gov.br/wp-content/uploads/2019/03/Ceil%C3%A2ndia.pdf
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We took the course to Águas Lindas de Goiás because our facilitator Rosa Maria lives in this
community, and she always reported the importance of a project like this in the region, which is
very conservative and has high rates of domestic violence.

The project is extremely relevant as it provides women with training in human rights, women's
rights and citizenship. Based on popular education, so that all women present, facilitators and
course participants, are responsible for building the content. Creating a space of security,
affection, emancipation and strengthening a support network among women.

Also creating a space where counterpoints to the conservative and sexist common sense of
Brazilian society are presented. We often hear students say: "this course opened my mind",
"I heard things here that I had never heard anywhere before", "this course changed my life",
"this course gave me strength to leave a relationship abusive".

And because it is an extension project of the Faculty of Law at UnB, it works as a two-way street,
so that the University, university students, future legal professionals, learn from the knowledge
and ethics of women from the communities that participate in the course. These women access
certain content that without the perhaps they continued to be embedded in academia and
professionals from speci comoc fields, such as Law.
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In 2020 we would hold courses in Ceilândia and Águas Lindas de Goiás, but due to the
Coronavirus Pandemic, we suspended our in-person activities. We keep ourselves organized
in groups on WhatsApp dealing with some demands that come up. The group responsible for
social media is very active, sharing important information for the current context, for
example, about emergency help and where and how to report domestic violence.

We are holding weekly meetings, in which we organize an online course (through the Slack
platform), with the purpose of strengthening political articulation with Popular Legal
Promoters across the country.

Selection of participants and local articulations to carry out the courses

As mentioned in the previous item, we are an Extension Project of the Faculty of Law of the
University of Brasília and we have the support of MPDFT and FIOCRUZ Brasília. And in 2019
we partnered with the Instituto Federal de Goiás de Águas Lindas.

Therefore, our course in Ceilândia takes place in the physical space of the Nucleus of Legal
Practices at UnB. Space where other important extension projects take place, such as Vez e Voz
and Projeto Maria da Penha (which provides legal and psychological assistance to women victims
of domestic violence in the region). In Águas Lindas, our course takes place in the IFG
auditorium.
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Every year we publicize courses with posters in the streets, on social networks, and on the IFG
website, inviting women to enroll. At the IFG we call students and women from the Águas Lindas
community. In Ceilândia, our course is open to women from all regions of the Federal District.

In Ceilândia, to enroll in the course, women only need to be present on the first or second day of
the course and fill out a form with their data, expectations about the course and what topics they
would like to be addressed during the meetings. To graduate, at least 70% of attendance at the
workshops and participation in the course completion action is required.

In Águas Lindas, the IFG requires some formalities. Enrollment can be made on the Institution's
website, there are a number of places for students and a number of places for women in the
community. In addition to online registration, it is also necessary to be present at the first two
meetings and fill out a form similar to the Ceilândia course.

The selection of course participants, organization of forms and information are made by a team of
facilitators who volunteer to do so, so that this team undergoes changes every year. We save all relevant
information on our drive so that the entire facilitation team has access to the information whenever
necessary.
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Pedagogical/didactic method and content

In our course, we work on several themes that we consider relevant for women and for our
training proposal in human rights, women's rights, citizenship and popular education.

Among these themes are: reproductive rights, women's sexual health, incarcerated women, racism,
LGBTQIA+ people's rights, Maria da Penha Law, obstetric violence, women occupying political
spaces, feminism, solidarity economy, among others.

The choice is made as follows: in the form filled in by the women when registering for the course,
we ask which topics they would like to be covered in the course. In addition, there are some
themes chosen by the facilitation team, as we understand them to be central to a PLP project.

We promote weekly workshops on Saturday mornings, from April to the end of November. At each
meeting we debate a topic. We started the meeting with an opening dynamic and then we presented
some triggering information and opened for debate. Sometimes we break into smaller groups to discuss
important points on that topic and then discuss it with the whole group. We have a snack and end the
meeting with a closing dynamic, to welcome the women and strengthen ties between the group.

The meetings are planned by the facilitation team formed by women volunteers from different regions
of the DF, different backgrounds and different ages. In some workshops, the facilitator herself works
on the themes, but at other times we invite women experts to give the lecture, we invite a doula to
talk about obstetric violence, a psychologist to talk about mental health and gender, among others.
The course participants, facilitators and guests are all women. Our main references for setting up
the workshops are the works of Paulo Freire, bellhoooks and Boal's theater of the oppressed.
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At the end of the course, we carried out a class action so that that group of women could take learning
information to other women. And then, each year we choose an activity: soiree in a square, panning in
the subway and at the bus station, conversation circle with women in a day care center, among others.

And our last meeting is the graduation of the class, with honored speakers, lecturers, honored course
participants, representatives of UnB, MPDFT, Fiocruz, cultural presentations, photos and a snack.

We are also careful to always suggest that women seek professional psychological care, we
indicate popular care, as we understand that the topics covered can trigger emotional triggers and
we are often a body mostly of facilitators, lawyers and housewives, we do not have psychologists
in facilitation.
With the Pandemic, we are organizing an online course with representatives from different groups
of PLPs across the country, in order to deepen the debates held in the courses and strengthen the
National Network of PLPs. The course consists of a live at the beginning of the week, and virtual
meeting for debate on Saturdays. We provide complementary materials and a forum for debate on
the Slack platform.
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Sustainability strategies

About financial resources: As an Extension Project we received a grant from UnB, and financial
support to print materials and buy materials needed to maintain our course. UnB also helps us
with transportation to Águas Lindas de Goiás. And it is through UnB that we have our physical
space in Ceilândia. MPDFT also helps us with printouts of necessary materials. IFG de Águas
Lindas provides some materials and physical space. We are also considering submitting the
project to public notices to get more resources, especially at this time of budget cuts in education
that the country is experiencing.

Our book was published with support from the Research Support Foundation/DF. About
human resources: having Coordinators from UnB and IFG helps us a lot to make the project
happen. In addition to this, there is a considerable group of voluntary facilitators who unfold
and organize themselves to continue this dream of ours. We offer certificates for course
participants and facilitators, which counts as an incentive.

Regarding the strategies for the project to continue: the structure of being an UnB project, and the
important support we received from the Faculty of Law at UnB, IFG Águas Lindas, MPDFT,
FIOCRUZ Brasília, serious and committed institutions. The extreme organization of the facilitators
with information, money, social networks. the invitation new facilitators and the dissemination of
the next courses that we hold every year. So there are always new students and there are always
enough facilitators to run the courses. Our commitment to the letter of principles (currently we
use the letter written by the Union of Women of São Paulo), with meaning and with the project's
history. Our weekly meetings to organize everything, our groups on WhatsApp, which constantly
connect us to resolve issues, organize our course and to occupy relevant spaces for dialogue with
society.
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In other words, our strategy is basically organization (organizing documents and information
in the drive, organizing our social networks and information, organizing schedules and
spreadsheets) and the commitment of a team of women who are very dedicated to
maintaining the project.

Difficulties encountered: our money is very limited, we could do more if the budget were greater. For
this, the notices are important, and perhaps think about crowdfunding on the internet. The facilitators
sometimes cannot be in all the spaces we are invited to, as we are involved in other projects and jobs. If
we had a greater number of facilitators, we would be able to expand our course to other regions of the
DF, we would be able to take on more commitments as PLPs, as well as produce more materials. A
large facilitation group is very important to divide tasks and expand actions and reach.
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Another difficulty we noticed is that in 2019, in the Ceilândia course, 125 women enrolled and 45
graduated. In Águas Lindas de Goiás, 95 women enrolled and 53 graduated, that is, because it is a
long course, women drop out, because they start working, start studying on Saturdays, because
more than 30% of the meetings are missing. So we need to develop ways to avoid course evasion.
For now, what we do is get in touch with these women, ask if everything is ok, what is the reason
for the absence, and we note everything down on spreadsheets.

Ways of continuing the work of the PLPs

The group of PLPs DF is able to access many community leaders. Either women are already
community leaders before becoming Popular Legal Promoters and after the course they continue
with these roles, or they begin to occupy that place after the course. In any case, the women
trained in the PLPs became a reference for the women in their life, being sought out to give
information, advice, help with conflicts and give lectures.

For example, our facilitator Laerzi, she is the PLP of the 2006 class, and is a reference in the women's
protection network in the region of Samambaia where she lives, promotes annual meetings with women
victims of violence in the region and occupies a seat in the Women's Council of Federal District.

Rosa Maria has also been a PLP for many years, lives in Águas Lindas de Goiás, is a reference for
the community and in 2019 managed to take the PLP course to the city. Rosa Maria is always
invited to speak at schools and in other regions of the DF. In 2020 we partnered with the Núcleo
Bandeirantes TJDFT to carry out occasional conversations with women in the region. The delegate
from Brazilândia also invited us for a similar role in this location.
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Dona Fátima is a community leader in Sol Nascente, coordinates the Women Warriors Association
and is always organizing lunches, dinners, lectures and donations for her community. She was
already a leader before the PLPs, graduated in 2019, and always invites other PLPs to participate
in her events, and the PLP group always attends.

In 2019, we had pastors in Ceilândia and Águas Lindas de Goiás, who took what was learned in
the course to their communities. At the first meeting in Águas Lindas de Goiás, one said: “I'm a
pastor, the women in my community are being beaten a lot, really, and I came here to learn what
information I need to pass on to them”.

We follow the performances of Laerzi, Rosa Maria, Dona Fátima and other PLPs, as they inform
us in our WhatsApp groups. Not all activities are notified, some personal activities are informed
spontaneously, but the activities that are developed, as Popular Legal Promoters, there is a
collective construction of the whole group about it. But we don't have any very structured records
about it.

With the Pandemic we were not able to carry out our training and courses, but we remain
articulated and occupy the internet space. The group's performance is impaired, as being a Popular
Legal Promoter consists of popular education, encounters, exchanges and receptions, which are
extremely limited in the virtual environment.

87

Impact Assessment and Data Collection

We formed 595 multipliers in 15 years of operation.

Our data collection exists, but it is still in its infancy. We do not have a complete assessment of the
course's impact on the lives of all the women who participated.

We collect data from students at the beginning of the course, in the registration form. We carry out
an assessment in the middle of each course to see what is bothering the students and what can be
improved. We note on a spreadsheet the reasons women give us for dropping out of the course.
We do not produce any assessment at the end of the course with the students. We received a lot of
positive feedback on social media and graduations, but nothing registered in documents yet.

And we have our blog with very rich records. At each meeting, the course participants volunteer to
write a report about that moment, with impressions, feelings and information. It has reports in text
format, poems, drawings.

Every year-end we hold facilitation group review meetings to see where we've failed and what we need
to improve. We have this recorded in our minutes.

In 2018, testimonies of a representative of each class of PLPs in the DF were recorded
to constitute a collection of the memory of our project.

We only have information about the social profile of some classes, but not all.
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Final considerations

Popular education remains fundamental, especially in this moment of attack on education, attack
on the production of knowledge, attack on rights, attack on principles of citizenship, solidarity
and even attack on Democracy. What is understood as groundwork has always been fundamental
and continues to be so important today.

The feminist movement is an important force in confronting the interests of the patriarchal
society, supported by the money of big businessmen who release false news and control the
media, common sense, the means of production and unfortunately still control our lives and
bodies.

We live in a reality in which research published in El País, in March 2020, shows a possible reelection of Bolsonaro in 2022. And Bolsonaro has felt strong enough to call demonstrations to
close Congress and STF, and to articulate that this government hardening coup happen.

Added to this are the data on violence against women: 1,310 femicides in Brazil in 2019. One
rape every 11 minutes. One assault every 5 minutes. So, as always, women need to organize
themselves, share information and affection and build together the reality we want. We need to
create in the micro space, which gives us strength, perseverance, tools and articulation to create
another macro reality, less violent and less unequal.

The Covid 19 Pandemic comes as a catalyst for all of the country's ills: violence, unemployment,
exploitation of female and male workers, disrespect for rights, increased authoritarianism. We
need to occupy spaces in an articulated way, learn from each other, build together, strengthen
ourselves so that we don't get sick in the face of this chaotic, violent and hard reality that we face.
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The Formation of Popular Legal Promoters of
Faculdade Nacional de Direito da UFRJ

Cristiane Brandão
Mariana Trotta Dallalana Quintans
Mariana Assis
Thuane Nascimento

Introduction and background

Sensitized with the relevance and potency of the Popular Legal Promoters Course, professors at the
National Faculty of Law (FND/UFRJ), with activists from the feminist movement and
professionals from the service network for women in Rio de Janeiro, prepared the proposal for a
course in extension of training for popular legal promoters (PLPs) at the UFRJ Law School. The
course began in the second half of 2016 and has already graduated more than 300 women in seven
classes. The course was designed in dialogue with the São Paulo Women's Union, having as
reference the work developed in the training of Popular Legal Promoters and by the NGO and by
the NGO Themis.

The objective of the course is to train leaders, women with the capacity to guide and multiply, in
their community, access to justice. The Federal Constitution and the national and international
legislative frameworks for emancipation and for combating violence and gender discrimination are
understood as fundamental instruments for the full exercise of citizenship, and not mechanisms
exclusive to jurists. In principle, it is understood that, by subjectively strengthening women (in the
dimensions of race, ethnicity, class, sexual orientation, gender identity, age condition, etc.), we
also strengthen their political action. As an affirmative action and in compensating situations
historically marked by imbalance in gendered issues, the aim is to accelerate the process of
constructing equality in an intersectional perspective.
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During this period of the COVID-19 pandemic, with the suspension of in-person academic
activities at UFRJ, the course meetings were also suspended. The assessment is that his
course, based on popular feminist education and involving, in addition to exchanges of
knowledge, affective exchanges, listening, eye to eye and welcoming, is not able to be carried
out virtually. Many women seek the course because they have suffered some type of violence
and hope that, in addition to a space for theoretical and practical exchanges, it will be a space
for sorority and strengthening.

In this sense, classes will be suspended until there is a possibility of returning to face-to-face
activities. However, the coordination is organizing, for this period of social isolation, virtual
meetings with women who have already completed the course, seeking to build spaces for remote
exchange between the Popular Legal Prosecutors trained at FND/UFRJ and to deepen the debates
on violence against women and the network for coping.
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Selection of participants and local articulations to carry out the courses

Each semester, a new class of the course is opened based on a public notice, dividing 75 places, which
are offered as follows: one third for UFRJ Law students, and two thirds for women from mixed social
movements, feminists and women in general . In addition to these vacancies, 6 vacancies are intended
for lawyers appointed by the OAB-Mulher of Rio de Janeiro.
The selection is made by the course coordination (FND/UFRJ teachers and monitors) and takes
into account criteria of race, sexual orientation, education, place of residence and justification for
the application. In this way, the project seeks to ensure ethnic-racial diversity, LBTQIA+ and
geographic distribution in the neighborhoods of Rio de Janeiro and even in nearby municipalities.
This heterogeneity is fundamental for the exchange of knowledge between the students and the
course facilitators. It is possible to notice from the accumulated experience that the more plural
the class, the richer the exchanges and syntheses in the educational process.

Each of the women who apply has their own trajectory and different reasons. As already mentioned,
many come to the course because they have already suffered some type of violence, others look to the
course for exchanges and accumulations about feminist struggles, others understand it as a form of
training to work in the women's care network.

By the end of 2019, more than 300 PLPs had graduated, in seven classes, which projects an
average of 45 women/class, of the most varied self-identifications: black, white, indigenous,
lesbian, hetero, pansexual, cisgender women , transsexuals, non-binary; women who do not have
completed high school or who only attended elementary school; female students, graduates and
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postgraduates from different areas; women living in different locations in Rio de Janeiro,
including favelas and outskirts of the capital, professional women who work in the service
network and women victims of violence.

Pedagogical/didactic method and content

Classes are open semiannually with weekly face-to-face meetings that take place at the law school
in the evening. The training is structured based on the following thematic axes: patriarchy and
manifestations of violence; dictatorship and gender; women in the 1988 constituent; gender and
sexual diversity; gender and race; gender and the world of work; incarcerated women; women,
crime and madness; gender, public safety and the right to the city; sexual and reproductive health
and rights; Maria da Penha Law and types of violence; access to justice and service network and
feminist groups .
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(Femicide. Violence.)

The Popular Legal Promoters course also has the role of presenting the gender studies and social
analysis already theoretically worked by thinkers from different areas of knowledge, so that, together
with the diverse experiences of each woman with their daily knowledge, it is perceived as life of each
is a projection of the collective. It thus results in the power of the course: shared experiences along
with contextualized and intersectionalized knowledge¹ produce strategies and forms of struggle to
strengthen the trajectory of each student and every collective dispute they carry with them.

Thus, the course has as its methodological proposal the popular feminist education, stimulating the
exchange of knowledge through dialogic interaction, having as reference the reflections of Paulo
Freire and bellhooks. For each theme, one, two or even three facilitators are invited. The invited
facilitators are professionals or activists who have theoretical reflection and/or practical work on
the theme of the meeting. Some meetings are also facilitated by coordinators and monitors.
Encounters start with the reflections of the facilitators and, later, the space for questions and
contributions from the students is opened. Depending on the facilitators' profile, the dynamics of the
meetings change. In some, the initial speech made by the facilitator is more expository, in other
meetings, the facilitator mobilizes resources such as the exhibition of documentaries or the development
of dynamics that encourage the participation of the students, expanding the space for exchanges.

¹

Hooks, Bell. Mulheres negras: moldando a teoria feminista.In:
Revista Brasileira de Ciência Política, nº16, Brasília, janeiro - abril de 2015, pp. 193-210.
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At the end of each semester, an evaluation is carried out by the graduates. The interest is not to assess the
“progress” or “evolution” of women, but rather to identify the relationship that each one has established
with the course. In general, the students have pointed out the great relevance of the course in their lives.
From the reports, it is possible to notice that the course has been an important space for strengthening
and forming solidarity networks. The course has also played the role of impacting the education of law
students from a gender perspective. It has also contributed to raising awareness and deepening the
feminist reflections of other professionals.

Sustainability strategies

It is a university extension project that uses the structure of the UFRJ faculty of law. It has an
extension grant that allows the monitoring and support of the course by a monitor, a graduate
student. The course has a partnership with the Brazilian Bar Association (OAB/RJ), a women's
commission, which has guaranteed the payment of airfare for two facilitators from the São Paulo
Women's Union, who have contributed with our course.

Ways of continuing the work of the PLPs

After completing the course, the women continue to network with the course and with the other
students through social networks (a facebook group, which brings together most of the PLPs, and
whatsapp groups created for each class). Through these communication channels, the course
coordination continues in contact and follows the actions of popular legal promoters in their
territories, in professional practice spaces and even in the law school (in the case of students from
the college itself).
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Using these channels, during this period of the pandemic, we carried out a survey of the actions in
which the PLPs are involved. We identified women involved in solidarity actions in their
territories and in other favelas, with the distribution of food baskets and protection equipment.
One of the PLPs is involved in the project “Making magic with fabric”, making masks that have
already been distributed free of charge to several people in vulnerable territories. Others are
involved in the “Who takes care of who takes care” action, developed by a support network for the
favelas, which has distributed protective equipment to militants, as well as providing legal and
psychological guidance to residents of these territories. Other women have carried out artistic
actions in their communities, such as gra te, in addition to a PLP involved in the project
“Reading and knowing in the communities”.

We also identified the direct participation of PLPs in actions aimed exclusively at women, such as the
articulation “Coletes rosas”, collectives of popular feminist lawyers who work in Rio de Janeiro; in the
Justiceiras Project Support Network (which provides legal and psychological assistance to women
victims of violence); and in the social action for women, a facebook page that presents content on legal
advice for women. On August 5th, a virtual meeting will be held between the PLPs to exchange these
experiences and to continue mapping the actions that have been developed by the companions formed
by the FND/UFRJ.

Final considerations . Pathways to post-pandemic

Despite the need to be very careful in relation to the data presented on domestic violence and femicide
during the pandemic, considering that in Brazil it is still a short period of time for the collection of
statistics, it is already possible to arm that there was an increase in the number of aggressions
committed against women, even resulting in femicide.
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About this, research carried out in Rio de Janeiro explains that "interpreting data in an
unprecedented scenario requires greater caution and sensitivity". It emphasizes that two aspects
should be highlighted for the analysis of gender violence: 1. both temporally and spatially, social
isolation encompasses more or less people, as adherence to quarantine is neither linear in time nor
homogeneous; 2. it is not only possible but probable that the records of crimes in the police
stations were affected in this period, for at least two reasons, the fear of the victim being exposed
to a situation of contagion of the virus, and the impossibility of the the victim leaves his/her
residence due to the presence and control of the aggressor. 2
Although the home should be, and for some it obviously is, an inviolable place, since the late 1960s,
feminist theories have denounced that the home is also the most convenient place for crimes of domestic
violence, whose objectification and appropriations of the genre are so peculiar. Let us now imagine a
historic moment in which the imperative is to remain at home, with their families, which means for so
many women, with their aggressors. The backdrop for the considerable increase in cases of domestic
violence against women is set.

Despite, then, the caution that is considered important in relation to records, it is also understood that
they cannot be ignored, even more so when, before the coronavirus pandemic, Brazil already stood out
worldwide for its high rates of domestic violence.

In this sense, the Brazilian Public Security Forum (FBSP) states that cases of femicide grew 22.2%
between March (the month in which social isolation was decreed) and April this year, in 12 states
in Brazil, comparatively to last year. Entitled Domestic Violence during the Covid-19 Pandemic,
the document was released on 06/01/2020 and is based on data collected in the security agencies of
the Brazilian states. 3

2

In http://www.ispvisualizacao.rj.gov.br/monitor/

3

In https://agenciabrasil.ebc.com.br/direitos-humanos/noticia/2020-06/casos-de-feminicidiocrescem-22-em-12-estados-durante-pandemia
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(Nothing about us without us.)

In these months, the number of femicides rose from 117 to 143 and, according to the report, the
state in which the most critical worsening is observed is Acre, where the increase was 300%.
Maranhão (166.7%) and Mato Grosso (150%) also had negative highlights. The numbers fell in
just three states: Espírito Santo (-50%), Rio de Janeiro (-55.6%) and Minas Gerais (-22.7%).
In a press release, the entity once again makes public records that confirm a drop in the
opening of police reports, and this may seem paradoxical. However, this fact would
demonstrate the greater vulnerability of women at that time, together with the difficulty of
being able to access forms of protection, which ends up resulting in the tragic outcome of the
increase in the numbers of femicide.

The factors that explain this situation are the closer coexistence of the aggressors, who, in the new
context, can more easily prevent them from going to places that assist victims, such as specialized
reference centers, or even from accessing alternative channels report such as phone or apps. For this
reason, the crime of domestic violence maintains its historical nature of underreporting in the pandemic.
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It is because of this whole scenario, at this time of resurgence of violence against women in Brazil,
that it seems that the forms of resistance against any and all types of aggression against her,
fundamentally the most serious of all, must also resurface. femicide.

If in the previous context, popular legal education was already essential in the sense that women could
socialize their knowledge on the subject and multiply citizenship on all issues in their territories, at a
time when there is greater propensity and invisibility of violence against the woman, this becomes even
more urgent. Only in this way will we be able to prevent aggressions of all kinds and that the voices of
these women are heard even though they are confined within four walls with their aggressors.
Otherwise, the numbers will only increase and Brazil, in 2020, will be known worldwide not only for
the huge numbers of victims of Covid-19, unfortunately.

Therefore, it is essential to strengthen the articulation of networks of popular legal promoters and
channels of dissemination and dialogue with women in the fight against all forms of violence.
And, it is in this sense that the extension course for training popular legal promoters is seeking to
act in this moment of pandemic and thinking about their actions for the post-pandemic.
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Popular Legal Promoters of the Fronteira Trinacional
– the challenge of combating violence against women in border cities

Danielle Araújo
Elza Mendes

The first group of the Popular Legal Promoters of the Frontier course graduated at the end of 2019.
The course, which took place in Foz do Iguaçu, from March to September of that year, was born
from the initiative of community leaders and teachers from the Federal University of Integration
Latin American-UNILA.
After a few months of bibliographical research, consultations2 and knowledge of the structure of the
Popular Legal Promoters course in other Brazilian states and Latin American countries, we started our
proposal. From the beginning, it was clear that the course for Popular Legal Promoters in the city of Foz
do Iguaçu could not disregard the reality of a border city. Border cities, due to the absence of integrated
communication and surveillance systems, become prone to impunity when countries are used as escape
routes. Building a course based on integration across borders is not a minor challenge, given that the
legal and legal frameworks of the countries do not offer a fertile ground for this type of work. On the
other hand, building educational actions disregarding the frontier would be to initiate a decit work
proposal that would not meet the needs of the region. Therefore, we were clear that the first steps needed
to be taken, even to highlight the need for joint work, because if the practices of justice and integration
appear as something difficult in border regions, the same cannot be said for illegal and criminals who
are fully established and connected.

1The course was organized by UNILA teachers, Danielle Araújo, Valdilena Rammé and Elza
Mendes, Educadora Popular. We received support from the Latin American Institute of Art, Culture and History ILAACH, which was responsible for certifying the first group.
2
Participated in the meeting in São Leopoldo in 2018, International Inequalities Symposium,
Rights and Public Policies and a visit to the headquarters of the NGO Themis in Porto Alegre.
I appreciate the support of Renata Jardim.
.
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There are several challenges in structuring and organizing the Popular Legal Promoters on the
Border course. The course needed to make up a workload equivalent to what has been done in
other states, as extending the course could lead to the risk of excessive evasion. The latent
question was: how to compose the course considering the reality of frontier cities?

The first option was to encourage women of the three nationalities to take the course, which is
often difficult given the difculty of moving from one city to another. The tri-national border, made
up of the cities of Foz do Iguaçu, in Brazil, Ciudad del Este, in Paraguay and Puerto Iguazu, in
Argentina, despite being twin cities³, has its bridges seasonally marked by intense vehicular traffic
that can make it difficult access between cities. Another way to carry out the course for Legal
Promoters at the border would be to displace professionals from other border towns to give classes
on government bodies that work with the theme of violence against women in their countries. And
another even more efficient way would be to take the course in parallel in the cities that make up
the border, or in different periods. This project is still on our horizon.
With the first group, we built a mixed proposal, that is, to encourage women from other countries
to participate in the course and at the same time invite some professionals from the border cities
to join us in Foz.

3According to the Ministry of National Integration, municipalities cut by the border line will be considered
as twin cities, whether dry or river, integrated or not by infrastructure work, which present great potential for
economic and cultural integration, and may or may not present unification of the mesh. Available at:
https://pt.wikipedia.org/wiki/Town_

103

(No woman less. No means no.)

The structuring of the course was gradual. Initially, we built a website where its operation was
disclosed: syllabus, workload and faculty. On the website, the choice of color composition and our logo
– the image of a hand-woven bird in different colors – gradually built our identity. The website's
platform also served as a model for presenting and explaining the course's proposal and the action of
popular legal promoters. The first contacts with the local government were made, in order to present the
proposal and request support. We held approximately four meetings with municipal agencies. The first
was with the Secretary of Human Rights and Community Relations, followed by the Secretary of Social
Assistance, the Reference Center for Women in Situations of Violence, the CRAM, with the Council for
Women, the Coordination of Patrol Maria da Penha and with the Forum of the District of Foz do
Iguaçu.

Our intention was to hold the course in the auditorium of CRAM, on Saturdays, but unfortunately
it was not possible due to the non-functioning of the institution on weekends.

With a letter addressed to the Secretary of the Environment, we got the auditorium of Bosque
Guarani - a space with approximately 60 seats, close to the bus terminal, with a small kitchen.
Ideal for our classes.
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Although we did not receive any kind of logistical support from the municipality for the
printing of posters and pamphlets, our articulation around the local government was
extremely valid in the sense of explaining and presenting the promoters' course proposal to
the municipal managers. The selection process for the first group consisted of registration
and an individual interview by invited professors from UNILA. It was also worth activating
the local media, the printed newspaper, radio and TV stations, which helped a lot in
spreading the course of the course throughout the city. After this first step, we started to carry
out the course itself.

In the opening class, we had the support of two important fellow feminists, the writer Moema Viezzer
and the lawyer Maria Cecília Ferreira, both from the city of Toledo. The fact that the first class was
organized and coordinated by professors from the Federal University of Latin American Integration
made the students of that institution the first to arouse interest.

In this first class, we had students from Paraguay, Argentina and Nicaragua. Unfortunately,
due to difculties in accessing, because of traffic on the bridges, or due to financial problems
for transporting to the course location, not all students from neighboring countries were able
to complete. For the first group, 40 women were selected.

The Popular Legal Promoters course took place in an atmosphere of great cooperation
between the students. The teachers were all professionals who work directly to fight violence
against women. Although the classes have a lot of theoretical content, direct contact with the
professionals of the women's service network in situation of violence, the psychologists,
the judge, the lawyers, the prosecutor, among others, was important to bring the reality
of these women's lives closer to the institutional sphere.
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As a professor at UNILA, where integration themes always occupy a central space in internal
discussions, I identified very clearly how much the course provoked a space for interpersonal
integration with the sphere of public power in cities. There was also the integration between the
different realities; university students and women who did not participate in academic life.

The women, while knowing the judicial system and the reality of the functioning of the Service
Networks, also reflected on the reality in their city of origin and revisited their internal wounds; private
stories of violence or of other partners were shared and discussed.

For the UNILA students, even for the young women who already lived in the city, direct contact
with the managers of some spaces was important to establish ties and even to report particular
situations of violence, and to point out in a more objective way the possible weaknesses of the
Service Network. The professionals who voluntarily gave up an afternoon of their lives
transmitting information and experiences, perceived us as possible agents of change, who could
help in transmitting information to women.

The course took place with great tranquility, for some of the companions, the knowledge
about the operation of the justice system was something new, for others, knowing the various
facets of cases of violence was frightening.
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From the third month onwards, we started the discussion about the graduation and the need
to raise funds to rent the hall, print the invitations, etc. During this same period, we also
started the discussion on the need to create a structure that could guarantee the continuity of
the course and support the action of Promoters in the cities: the Association of Popular Legal
Promoters of the Border.

After a few weeks of discussions, we finally came to the conclusion that holding a bingo would be the
best action to be able to raise funds. The idea was to ask for product donations for the bingo. In addition
to selling the cards, we could also sell snacks and drinks during the activity. The strategy was put
together and we finally reached the day of bingo, which was a real success. It was really surprising to
see the commitment of some companions. An expert on how to conduct bingo was essential. Some
companions took care of the support in decorating, thematizing, producing posters for dissemination;
others in food production; still others were on the stand, going out to buy things, people selling the
products. Even those who could not properly help with the tasks did not fail to attend with family and
friends. Many of our teachers were present and the meeting at that time was something special. One of
the companions got sound equipment and she herself was our singer. In the end, voices and talents came
together in a great circle. It was a team effort that showed the potential of that group of women.

Unfortunately, we were unable to walk with the same vigor to build the Association, despite the
numerous meetings. Not all of them could walk at the same pace. However, the group was aware of the
importance of the Association in continuing the proposal.
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(Male chauvinism kills.)

After some time, I see that the first group of Popular Legal Promoters had a number of tasks that
were challenging and at the same time difficult to accomplish. It is true that, in the midst of these
challenges, the interests of each member were not always aligned. The first challenge of this first
group was to dedicate themselves to the unknown, in view of the innovative nature of the proposal
on the frontier. These women dedicated time in their lives to meet and discuss painful topics for
each one and in different ways.

After graduation, due to tiredness or the usual referrals at the end of the year, we were unable to
structure a space for women's care at the Community Center, as proposed.

O ano de 2020 reservava várias ações: a criação do Serviço de Informação à Mulher, a
estruturação da Associação e a continuidade do curso de formação. Essas atividades seguiram
pendentes no período das férias, janeiro e fevereiro. Em março, em meio à divulgação da segunda
turma e início do processo de seleção, fomos surpreendidas pela covid-19, e a necessidade de
isolamento social. Dessas atividades, as únicas que estavam bem encaminhadas eram o curso e a
legalização da Associação. Os documentos foram levados ao cartório e precisam serem revisados.
Quanto ao curso, já havíamos feito a divulgação e as inscrições foram concluídas. Entretanto,
faltavam as entrevistas e todos os trâmites do nosso processo seletivo que este ano, excepcionalmente,
seria realizado numa sala do Fórum. Quanto ao local da realização das aulas, conseguimos um
espaço na Associação de bairro do Parque Imperatriz.
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The arrival of the pandemic was experienced as a lot of dissatisfaction and, at the same time,
suspicion about the continuity of the course, as with the first group demobilized and the difficulties
of face-to-face meetings, everything could lead to the sinking of the proposal.
We had to reinvent ourselves and we came to the conclusion that, if violence against women
continued to increase during the quarantine, our struggle could not be let down. We resume the
entire process. Contacts and appointments for interviews by phone and video calls were scheduled
and carried out. We chose the app to carry out the classes. The disclosure of the list of selected
ones was published. Currently, we have a group assembled with about 38 women. The online
course will take place every Saturday from 1:30 pm to 5:30 pm. Teachers are being consulted
about their availability. An explanatory guide to the entire proposal of the online course was
organized.

The course provides for an expository class of approximately 40 minutes to 1 hour. Soon after, we
will go to the debate and the women's questions. In this course format, we will be working with
the report of a case study, which consists of listening and reflecting on a true case that may be
reported by the woman in a situation of violence or reported by a partner who has already
experienced it indirectly.
Conducting the online course does not dispense with visiting the women's service network in Foz do
Iguaçu, but this practical part will be carried out later. In this version of the online course, we will have
the opportunity to count on the presence of companions from other countries. We can also more
properly use movies and documentaries that are related to the theme of the meetings.
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The online course presents itself as a new challenge when we had barely evaluated the successes
and problems of the first experience. There is no lack of doubts about the extent to which we will
manage to maintain cohesion and whether the lack of face-to-face interpersonal contact can
interfere with the apprehension of the promoters' knowledge and commitment.

In any case, we are certain that the need to expand discussions and build spaces for dialogue and social
mobilization remains imperative. We are certain that it is through the maintenance of permanent
dialogue and debate that we exercise our citizenship and fight for women's rights. The union of women
in border cities is one of the most important actions to curb violent and criminal practices. Fighting for a
policy that can build a Trinational Protocol for Assistance to Women in Situations of Violence is
presented as a challenge for the collective of Promotoras Legalis da Fronteira. The challenges are not
few.
As far as a global geopolitical context is concerned, we observe an intensification of
opposing positions, on the one hand, the rise of ultra-right fascist groups and, on the other,
our permanent struggle for democracy. If in political terms the groups are divided and
organized around spurious parties and alliances, in the everyday context of life, we observe
an open genocide against the poorest and the entire chain of historically vulnerable people.
There is a destructive hatred, an uncontrollable anger that translates into sexist, racist,
misogynistic, xenophobic and all kinds of postures and vile feelings that have so frightened
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us in recent months. In countries marked by economic and, consequently, social inequalities,
where the burning scars of slavery is still present, intolerant attitudes have catastrophic
effects, which can result in the massacre of thousands of people.

In Brazil, the government of President Jair Bolsonaro presents itself as a threat to the
democratic rule of law and historically excluded populations. Every day, we observe attitudes
of disregard for public health, education and an obsessive search to undermine the rights of
the working class. Their intolerant and authoritarian posture reverberates in society and there
is an explosion of violent behavior at all levels, violence that is even heavier in the hand that
violates and oppresses women. Faced with so many absurdities and excesses of a fascist and
genocidal government, the struggle of women presents itself as a commitment to citizenship.
We fight for ourselves, for future generations, for democracy, for the need to expand spaces
for debate and build public policies that take into account people's need for decent conditions
and to be able to live without fear. We believe that we need to continue and gather more and
more women willing to fight, our horizon is utopia.
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The Popular Legal Promoters Workshop: challenges now and in the postpandemic between theory and practice¹ was designed with the aim of bringing together
Brazilian organizations with consolidated experiences in the training and monitoring of
Popular Legal Promoters, in a space that allowed sharing mistakes and successes, new and
old strategies, readings about the current context, as well as tracing possible future paths
for action. To this end, the methodology of the meeting was designed in such a way as to
enable a theoretical and practical deepening of the experiences of training and
performance of Popular Legal Promoters. The methodological proposal had the support of
specialized consultants, who together with the Themis team - Gender, Justice and Human
Rights, laid the foundations for the activity.

10 organizations were selected that work in training with Popular Legal Promoters in the
country. These were de partirned from a set of criteria previously established, which are


geographic distribution in Brazil, in order to avoid concentration of
institutions in some regions at the expense of others;



continuity and solidity of the work of training Popular Legal Promoters;



existence of monitoring of the actions of the Popular Legal Promoters
after
of graduates and;




training and performance that contemplated the theme of gender and
justice.

It was also defined the possibility of including other programs that do not use the name
“Popular Legal Promoters”, as long as there was similarity in the methodology,
objectives and identity of the project.

/¹

Part of this text is the result of the report prepared by Michely
Ribeiro. The full report was made available to all
participants
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Thus, the following organizations were invited to participate in the Workshop: Geledés - Black
Woman Institute (SP), São Paulo Women's Union (SP), University of Brasília (DF), Ecumenical
Training and Advisory Center - CECA (RS) , Dandara Popular Legal Promoters Center (SP),
Wonder Woman Group (PE), Margarida Maria Alves Human Rights Foundation (PB), National
Law School-UFRJ (RJ), Federal University of Latin American Integration - UNILA (PR ) and
Popular Legal Promoters formed by Themis - Gender, Justice and Human Rights (RS).

The Workshop program sought to include space for all participants to speak, generate
exchanges of experiences through group dynamics, in addition to having moments of care,
with rooting and relaxation exercises. The care and verbalization of feelings and reflections
of what each one experienced was a permanent concern throughout the three cycles,
including the complexity of the situations imposed by the new coronavirus pandemic. From
this perspective, the increase in insecurity and the precariousness of living conditions was
expressed by these women, who guided the need to seek collective strategies to get out of the
crisis.

The speeches brought physical and mental tiredness, experienced by the feeling of exhaustion,
facing the performance of many tasks at work, the intensity of personal life and the
impossibility of rest due to the accumulation of bad news, such as the number of deaths
caused by covid- 19 in Brazil. Anxiety and anguish was also a verbalized feeling, given the
country's political crisis and the need to respond to it. The accusations of racism that took
over the news around the world, with the government's way of acting with truculence and
violence towards the population were also scored by the participants, revealing a sense of
urgency to build alternatives in the current situation. At the same time, enthusiasm,
expectation and hope were also mentioned by the participants, who reinforced the importance
of the meeting between Popular Legal Promoters, the certainty of the strength of collective
construction of alternatives.
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The Workshop had important contributions from different guests, which enriched the
discussions. The first Cycle featured the participation of Maria Sylvia Aparecida de Oliveira
and Denise Dourado Dora, who contributed to the analysis of the current situation and its
reects on the actions of the Popular Legal Promoters. In the second Cycle, Talita Rampin and
Maria Laura Romerk, Popular Legal Promoters of the Federal District and surrounding areas,
told about the strategies adopted by the group to maintain the care and support of the Popular
Legal Promoters and women in situations of violence in the period of social distancing
imposed by the pandemic. On this day, Luana Pereira da Costa led the presentation of the
systematization of the materials previously sent on their methodologies for training and
performance of Popular Legal Promoters, outlining differences and similarities in the work of
each organization, highlighting some interesting points of each one of the experiences.

In the last Cycle, we counted the presentation of Namati - Legal Empowerment Network,
performed by Luciana Bercovich and Marta Almela. With approximately 10 years of experience,
the initiative includes lawyers and popular defenders, rights activis human and grassroots
organizations, health educators, researchers, journalists and public officials, who seek to act
collaboratively and interdisciplinary in various regions of the world, in order to support
communities in the understanding, use and transformation of law and laws that watch them. With
a view to sharing experiences from other countries, Luciana and Marta selected and presented the
work of four organizations that make up the Namati Network and that work in the area of gender
violence and women's rights. The contribution was rich and important for the knowledge about
this space of incidence, in addition to the exchanges between organizations that implement actions
in the area.
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The dialogue between the participants throughout the 3 Workshop Cycles generated the production
of a map in relation to the threats, challenges and possibilities for the field, as shown in the table
below. In addition to the broader situation of non-recognition of women's rights, attacks on
feminism and popular movements, and the criminalization of social movements; unemployment, the
economic crisis and impoverishment aggravated by the pandemic were some of the threats and
challenges listed by the group. The participants also identified concrete needs of activists and
women in situations of violence in the current context, such as access to the internet, basic health,
well-being and food conditions.
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Regarding the continuity of the training of Popular Legal Promoters, the mapped alternatives were to
carry out online training, partnerships with institutions, such as Universities and community centers, to
guarantee minimum infrastructure and development of a shared Distance Learning Teaching Platform,
with space for multiple dialogue and constant exchange, building common environments.

In addition, other alternatives were developed to think about overcoming current challenges, such
as building alliances and collective articulations between organizations in the field of human
rights, meetings for exchanges of actions in close proximity with other non-Brazilian
organizations, identification of strategic partners and dialogue with funders. The care for the
activists' safety in the virtual environment and the creation of a memorial to honor women who
participated in the feminist struggles and women who may die, due to the new coronavirus, were
also part of the discussions. As a follow-up, the group defined an agenda for following up on the
proposal to consolidate a national network of Popular Legal Promoters.
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mapping
Mapping of threats, challenges and alternatives to continue the
work of organizations that form popular legal promoters

THREATS/CHALLEN
GESGGES

ALTERNATIVES
ALTERNATIVAS

The current political scenario;

Meeting of performance exchanges in similar scenarios
(Hungary, United States, Philippines, etc.)

Non-recognition of women's rights and
their historic achievements;
Attack on feminism (and feminists) and
popular movements by anti-gender
fundamentalist groups;
Criminalization of social
movements.
Unemployment and its worsening due to
the pandemic;

International pressure and
vocalizing the current context
outside the country;

The economic crisis and impoverishment
(may prevent the participation of PLPs
in courses, as they need to guarantee
their survival).

Private initiative as an ally for complaints of state absence (be
very careful not to sound like a substitute for the state);
Seek psychological support for the PLPs due to the
worsening of unemployment and illness in the face
of the pandemic;
Identify possible donors;
Realization of a broad human rights front;
Manifests, street demonstration safely in the face of the pandemic;
PLPs go to the streets safely to talk to the community;
National articulation for support with food baskets;
Conduct a national survey on who lost jobs in the context of
the new coronavirus pandemic;
Publicize the work of autonomous women to
strengthen their work.
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THREATS/CHALLEN
GESGGESAMEAÇAS/
DESAFIOS
Access to technologies for all PLPs:
internet, cell phones and cell phones
with credits.

ALTERNATIVES

National articulation to support cell phone recharges;
Identification of strategic people in institutions to
establish partnerships;
Claim chip/internet access for PLPs.

Women's access to public services,
which are mostly offered online.

Claim the donation of chips/internet access for women in
situations of violence;
Internal list of institutional partners for the PLPs, as
if there are complaints, they can be directly
articulated with institutions;
Material with emergency telephones, maybe
videos/gifs that you can disguise or camouflage
the information for reporting;
Understand the days/times that have the most requests
for help and articulate the publication for those days;
Two communication fronts, one for PLPs and another
for women in situations of violence;
Rearrange the relationship with the service network for
women in situations of violence;
Produce information cards to support women to
disseminate in protection networks;
Institutions and companies could post information
about women's support services on billboards.
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THREATS/CHALLEN
GESGGESAMEAÇAS
AMEAÇAS/DESAFIOS
Networking and monitoring activities,
seeking partnerships, resources, new
technologies and strategies.

ALTERNATIVES
Online communication course (learning about new
technologies;
Create national articulation/coalition of PLPs (for
action, fundraising and strengthening of PLPs);
Communication strategy, combined with the creation
of the national articulation network of the PLPs;
Mapping of the national network of legal and health
services, etc., in order to create a common action plan;

Maintenance of training courses for Popular
Legal Promoters in the post-pandemic
context; Face-to-face trainings can be
difficult to carry out, due to the
unavailability of physical spaces suitable for
the post-secondary context.
pandemic, (maybe there is a need to invest
resources to rent spaces or other partnerships
for larger spaces where distance is
maintained).

Create mechanisms according to the reality of each
region to denounce violations of women's rights.

Formations (online) of PLPs and updating course
(online) for PLPs already formed;
Distance Learning Platform, shared with the national
PLP network, with space for multiple dialogue and
constant exchange, building common environments;
Partnership with institutions (universities, federal
institute, community centers, etc.) that can guarantee
minimum infrastructure.

Death of PLPs by COVID-19 or not
only physical, but also psychological
illness.

Develop some kind of memorial for the PLPs who died as a result of
covid-19;

To design a memorial in honor of women who participated
in feminist and feminine struggles.
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program

WORKSHOP

JUN E 2020

POPULAR LEGAL PROMOTERS
Challenges now and in the post-pandemic between theory and practice

Cycle 1
June 3rd

The reflections of the COVID 19
Pandemic and the actions of the
Popular Legal Promoters

9:00h -9:40h

Welcome / presentation of participants

9:00h - 9:55h

Care activity Rooting and concentration

9:55h - 10:00h
10:00h - 11:00h

11h - 11:50h

11:50h - 12:00h

Coexistence contract
Situation analysis - Brazil, coronavirus pandemic and inuences in our regions
Guests:
Maria Sylvia Aparecida de Oliveira, from Geledés - Black Women Institute Denise Dourado Dora, founding partner of
Themis Gender, Justice and Human Rights

Exchange of ideas and experiences implemented during the
covid 19 pandemic period by the participating groups What
has been done in the period of the pandemic in terms of
legal empowerment?
Relaxation and closing
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Cycle 1I
June 10th

Ways of continuing the work of Popular Legal Promoters, focusing on
challenges in the field of feminist and popular legal empowerment in
the face of the crisis
empoderamento jurídico feminista e popular frente à crise

9:00h - 9:30h

Opening

9:30h - 9:45h

Care activity Rooting and concentration

9:45h - 10:30h

Experiences and insights in the face of the challenges imposed by the current situation
Guests: Talita Rampin and Maria Laura Romerk Popular Legal Promoters DF and surroundings.
Debater: Fabiane Lara dos Santos Director of Themis - Gender, Justice and Human Rights.

10:30h - 11:00h

Presentation of the synthesis of data collected in the case studies
Exhibitor Luana Pereira da Costa,
Director of Themis - Gender, Justice and Human Rights and Project Consultant.

11:00h - 11:20h

Ways of continuing the work of promoters
What are the challenges and threats to the continuity of the work of the organizations that form PLPs?

11:20h - 11:50h

Care activity

11:50h - 12:00h

Closing

Cycle 1II
June 17th

9:00h - 9:30
9:30h - 10:00h

Next steps towards the challenges faced

Opening
International experiences that have been developed globally.
Guests: Luciana Bercovich and Marta Almela Namati - Legal Empowerment

10:00h - 10:15h

Care activity

10:15h - 11:15h

Strategies adopted by organizations to get out of the crisis What are
the alternatives for acting in the face of the crisis? What resources
do these strategies need?

11:15h - 11:45h

Care Activity

11:45h - 12:00h

Closing
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